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Compact Celebration and Community Easter Party
by Val Niehaus

A large crowd attended and enjoyed
two celebrations that took place on April
15, 2022, at the Potawatomi Community
Center.
The first event was the Compact
Extension Celebration that began with
a welcome song from Fire Nation. This
was a celebration to commemorate the
signing of an agreement between the
state of Wisconsin and the Forest County
Potawatomi (FCP) tribe. The compact
will give the tribe another 60 years of
gaming and allows them to have sports
betting in their casinos. A quote that
sums it up well is, “Providing economic
certainty for our Tribe and our future
generations.”
Chairman Ned Daniels Jr. then took
the podium welcoming everyone and
expressing how happy he was to see everybody. He went on to say, “Under this
new agreement, we now have a compact
in place until 2091. This agreement will
allow the Tribe to continue to make
strong investments that benefit our people while also helping our future generations. It really is a remarkable thing for
our Tribe. We had to put in a lot of work
to get this agreement. These agreements
are complex and can take a long time
to negotiate — sometimes many years.
But we did it, and we were able to do
it because you have put your trust and
faith in the Executive Council to make
the right decisions to help achieve goals
like this. I say ‘Migwétth’ to all of you for
standing with the Tribe and your Executive Council.”
Chairman Daniels then called on
Council Member Destinee Alloway to
share a few short words with her saying,
“I was happy to take part in making history. I also would like to thank everyone
who took part in making this happen. I
think it’s important as well to acknowledge our past Council Member Nikolas
Shepard because he has also taken part in
this planning as well.”

Chairman then introduced and invited FCP Attorney General Jeff Crawford
to the podium to give more of the information about how the tribe started their
compacts and maintained them to this
day. Crawford presented a slide show to
outline the progress through all the legal
hardships necessary in maintaining these
compacts and to show how successful the
tribe has been in getting this new compact amendment in place to this day.
Next to say a few words was FCP Secretary James A. Crawford, “This has been
a journey, and this is very big for us! We
prepared the way for the next generation,
and they have until 2091. Congratulations to the tribe as this is for all of us
and the future.”
After the Chairman finished his presentation and introductions, he then said
a prayer for the food everyone was ready
to enjoy, and the community Easter party
celebration began!
This community event for the children is always anticipated with excitement and as usual, the planners did not
disappoint — it was a great time. The
party lasted for the next several hours
with all the children smiling and having
fun. As with other events, having this
annual gathering in the new Community
Center with all of the room available was
perfect. The games were held in the turf
room while the raffles and food were held
in the commons area. There were photos
with the Easter bunny, Easter gifts and
baskets, a bike raffle, along with games,
and the all too famous egg smash! On a
fun note, it should be remembered that it
was Community Center Director Brian
Tupper who started the egg smash game a
number of years ago — a greatly anticipated part of the Easter event. Tupper
finally, after 24 years of working here for
the tribe, got to take part in the fun. But
to everyone’s surprise, he also pranked everyone by smashing the two eggs he had
on his fellow co-workers. Thanks, Brian,
for the laugh!

The adults even got to play!!

Chairman Daniels speaking during
the Compact Celebration.

Attorney General Crawford giving
some specifics about the signing.

Egg spoon race. The young girls did amazing! Lots of smiles and laughs!

Sorry, Travis and Michael! Brian pulled a good one on you!

Community
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Steve A. Crawford Sr.
Steve A. Crawford Sr., “ZaWanKwet”, “Yellow
Cloud”, 73, originally of Crandon, Wis., passed
away on April 13, 2022, at 1:11 p.m. (Pacific time)
in Las Vegas, Nev., surrounded by family.
Steve was born to Howard Crawford Sr. and
Margaret Shepard on January 10, 1949, in Wabeno, Wis.
As a teen, Steve met the love of his life, Beverly
(Daniels) Crawford, and the couple were married
on October 26, 1971, in Stone Lake, Wis.
After receiving his GED, Steve went on to Technical College where he acquired certificates for driving semi-trucks and welding. He enjoyed racing cars,
riding his Harley motorcycles, playing pool and collecting vintage cars.
What gave Steve the most joy and happiness in life was being with his family,
especially his grandchildren and great grandchildren. He was known to them as
“Grandpa Honey” and they will miss him deeply.
He leaves behind his loving wife, Beverly R. Crawford of Henderson, Nev.;
son, Mark A. Daniels Sr. (Carole) of Crandon Wis.; son, Steve A. Crawford Jr.
(Roberta) of Las Vegas, Nev.; daughter, Janie A. Rachal (Shawn) of Crandon
Wis.; and Sabrina M. Crawford of Henderson, Nev. He is further survived by his
mother, Margaret Shepard-Hawley; brother, Howard “Johnny” Crawford Jr. and
sister, Louise Crawford-McGeshick. Sixteen Grandchildren and 18 Great-Grandchildren.
Steve was preceded in death by his father, Howard Crawford Sr; brother,
James A. Crawford Sr; sister, Marion “Gail” Crawford; daughters, Jamie A. Crawford-Seidler, Christina M. Deverney; and grandson, Anthony J. Isham.
Steve will be missed by countless friends and cherished forever by his entire
family.
Visitation/wake was held on April 20, 2022, at Forest County Potawatomi
Cultural Center/Museum with Jim Thunder officiating. Big Drum Ceremonies
were held on April 21, 2022, with burial at FCP Stone Lake Cemetery.
Online condolences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

Milton A. McPherson
Milton A. McPherson, age 71, of Rhinelander,
Wis., passed away on Wednesday, April 20, 2022.
He was born on March 23, 1951, to the late Alfred
and Mildred (Dickie) McPherson in Keshena.
Milton attended Haskell Indian Nations University
in Kansas and graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration. He worked for the
Potawatomi Tribe for over 20 years on the Gaming
Commission until his retirement. Milton loved
music, playing cribbage and going to the casino.
He is survived by his children, Alan (Michelle) Urban, Dana McPherson, and
Joe (Cassie) McPherson; grandchildren, Alex and Dominic; and brothers and
sisters: Karen, Donna, Naomi, Yvonne, Reynold, and Carol Mae. He is further
survived by numerous nieces, nephews and friends.
Milton is preceded in death by his sons, Toby Urban and Mathew McPherson;
brothers, Roger “Fido”, Lester, and Dennis; and nephew, Little Roger.
A funeral service was held April 23, 2022, at the Neopit Community Center
with Joe Daniels, Sr. officiating. Burial at St. Anthony Cemetery in Neopit. Visitation was on Friday, April 22, 2022, at Swedberg Funeral Home in Shawano and
on Saturday at the Neopit Community Center.

If you or someone you know feels unsafe,
please consider using one of these resources.
They're free, available 24/7,
and confidential!
• Forest County Potawatomi Community Advocacy (715) 478-7201
• Tri-County on DV and SA 1 (800) 236-1222
• National Domestic Violence Hotline 1 (800) 799-7233

WINTER READING BINGO
The FCP Library is having a winter reading bingo for
adults and kids from March - May 2022. The winner
will be drawn at the end of every month for a
$25 Amazon Gift Card! Patrons can stop in at the
FCP Library to get their bingo slips.

Deadline for the May 15, 2022, issue of
the PTT is Wednesday, May 4, 2022.

POTAWATOMI TRAVELING TIMES
100 N. Prospect Avenue • PO Box 340 • 8, WI 54520
phone: (715) 478-7437 • fax: (715) 478-7438
email: times@fcp-nsn.gov • website: www.fcpotawatomi.com

Are you

graduating
High School,
Tech School
or College?
Let the Community know of your
success, accomplishments,
and plans for the future in the
Potawatomi Traveling Times!

FCP EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Chairman: NED DANIELS JR.
Vice Chairwoman: BRENDA SHOPODOCK
Secretary: JAMES A. CRAWFORD
Treasurer: IMMANUEL JOHNSON II
Council Members: BROOKS BOYD, DESTINEE ALLOWAY
PTT STAFF
Reporter/Photographer: VAL NIEHAUS
Graphic Designers: KRYSTAL STATEZNY & CHAD SKUBAL

Contact us for an FCP Graduate
Questionnaire: 715-478-7437 or
times@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov
Deadline dates are:
• May 19, 2022, for the June 1 issue
• June 1, 2022, for the June 15 issue

Potawatomi Traveling Times (PTT) is a twice-monthly publication of the Forest County Potawatomi Nation.
Editorials and articles appearing in the PTT are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
opinion or attitude of the PTT staff or the FCP Nation. PTT encourages the submission of Letters to the Editor.
All letters must include the signature, address and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for
grammar, length, malicious and libelous content. The PTT reserves the right to reject any advertising, materials or
letters submitted for publication. The submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor
makes the sole decision of what is published in the PTT and will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited
material nor will the PTT guarantee publication upon submission. PTT will not guarantee publication of materials
submitted past deadlines posted in the PTT. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the written
consent of the Editor.
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Bedré Fine Chocolate
is NOW AVAILABLE
at

OUR STORY BEDRÉ FINE CHOCOLATE

HEADS
OF LETTUCE

11

GET THE

TH

FREE!

A NATIVE AMERICAN-OWNED BUSINESS
The story of Bedré Fine Chocolate began over four decades ago as a small
chocolatier operating near Ada, Oklahoma. Bedré Fine Chocolate was
determined to make the highest quality chocolate. This attitude is exemplified
by the name Bedré itself, which is a Norwegian word that simply means
“better." In 2000, the Chickasaw Nation purchased the company and turned it
into a nationally-recognized luxury chocolate brand, setting the standard for
premium quality chocolate.
Bedré Fine Chocolate’s recipes reflect the time-honored tradition of the Native
American peoples who first cultivated this divine delicacy. Now, as the only
Native American tribe to create its own brand of fine chocolate, they take great
pride in their products and instill their cultural passion into every delicious
morsel. Given their strong ties to their culture and community, they give back to
the land and people who support them.
Bedré Fine Chocolate enjoys contributing to educational, health and wellness
programs and also supports the endeavors of a number of philanthropic
organizations within the Chickasaw Nation.
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3389 Cty. Hwy H | Laona, WI 54541
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Search billions
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COMPUTERS AVAILABLE
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8130 MISH KO SWEN DR.
CRANDON, WI 54520

This project was made
possible in part by:

MADE AT
BODWÉWADMI KTËGAN
16 OZ - $10 | 32 OZ - $16
1 GALLON - $55
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Forest County Potawatomi Secretary James Crawford Participates in U.S. House
Roundtable Discussion Focused on Economic Empowerment for Native Communities
U.S. House Select
Committee members
Congressman Bryan
Steil, (WI – 01) and
Congresswoman Gwen
Moore (WI – 04)
asked FCPC Secretary
James Crawford to participate in the roundtable discussion.
Secretary Crawford,
and other subject matter experts and tribal
leaders, engaged in an
important discussion
with Select Committee
FCPC Secretary James Crawford
Members from the
U.S. House.
The group explored
By: Connor Cruz and Gabriel Terrell –
historical barriers to economic developSchreiber GR Group
ment and growth, highlighted examples
On Thursday, April 7, 2022, the U.S. of successful strategies, and discussed
House Select Committee on Economic
ways to cultivate sustainable economic
Disparity and Fairness in Growth held
development for Native American coma roundtable discussion, “Economic
munities.
Empowerment for Native Communities:
Secretary Crawford provided a brief
Harnessing Innovation and Self-Goverbackground and history of the Forest
nance to Unlock Economic Potential,”
County Potawatomi to the committee
to examine pathways for Native Amermembers and explained that while the
ican communities to foster sustainable
Tribe’s reservation land is in Forest Couneconomic development and growth.
ty, they also operate many businesses in
Forest County Potawatomi Community
other areas of Wisconsin and the United
(FCPC) Secretary James Crawford was
States. The Forest County Potawatomi is
one of the Native American leaders asked not only involved in the gaming industry,
to participate in the roundtable.
but they have also expanded their inter-

Greenfire Management Services is growing and looking to
expand both its Milwaukee and Wausau teams! Full details for all
positions listed below can be found at
https://greenfire.com/careers.
Potential candidates for its Northern Operations (Wausau)
positions may send resumés to rebecca.sadler@greenfire.com.
1. Project Engineer – Projects will be in the Wausau/Fox
Valley Area
Potential candidates for its Milwaukee Operations (Milwaukee)
positions may send resumés to rebecca.sadler@greenfire.com.
1. Project Engineer – Grinnell, Iowa
2. Project Engineer – Dubuque, Iowa
3. Project Engineer – Burlington, Iowa
4. Project Manager – Grinnell, Iowa
5. Project Manager – Dubuque, Iowa
6. Superintendent – Burlington, Iowa
Milwaukee Operations – Thomas Heinrich:
1. Estimator – Milwaukee, WI

ests to include a variety of non-gaming
businesses.
Secretary Crawford brought forth
two topics to the committee members
to focus on that he believed would help
address the collective desire for Native
American communities to improve their
economic situation.
First, he discussed issues regarding
the competitive grant funding processes.
Competitive grants are intended to fund
important Indian Country programs, but
there continue to be barriers to achieving
uniformity with non-tribal governments
and communities. He stated, “Despite
the consistent concerns expressed by
tribal governments regarding the effectiveness and fairness of the competitive
grant funding processes, many important
tribally-focused programs are only funded
through such methods.
Secretary Crawford emphasized how
the reality is that this funding method
often puts tribes against other tribes in
order to be given awards, resulting in
negative consequences for overall tribal
economies.
In addition, Secretary Crawford highlighted federal funding methods directly
to tribes. He noted, “Just as is the case
with competitive grant funding, nothing
in this nation’s treaty and trust responsibility identifies the need to run federal

funds through state treasuries based on
Native American demographics.
Secretary Crawford expressed the
best solution to the problem could be
to award federal dollars directly to tribal
governments, just as the federal government does for states when it comes
to their student populations and as the
federal government did with the separate
funding to tribes through the CARES
ACT and then later through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
Ranking Member Steil also asked Secretary Crawford the best way Congress
can help tribal communities economically. Secretary Crawford emphasized
it was imperative for Congress to “support legislation that incentives growing
businesses on tribal land.” Additionally,
he mentioned how tribes do not have
the ability or the resources to create the
infrastructure that is advantageous to
attracting new business.
There is certainly a need to address
a variety of issues to improve the overall
economic status of tribal communities, and Secretary Crawford effectively
brought forth two key issues to demonstrate ways to address this issue. This is
a positive step forward in helping legislators enhance economic development
and growth for the Potawatomi and other
tribes.
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Lap Swim
10am-3pm
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Lap Swim
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Lap Swim
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4pm-8pm

Family Swim
10am-1pm
2pm-5pm

Open Swim
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4pm-5:15pm
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Higher-intensity
cardiovascular water class
designed for active exercisers
who are looking for a
challenging workout without
the impact. Flotation belts are
provided and recommended,
but not required.

Join CJ Sorenson in the water
for an aerobic dance workout
that is easy on joints.

CLOSED

Slide &
Features
5:30pm-8pm

Spring 2022

Slide &
Features
11am-3pm
4pm-8pm

8

Group Exercise Schedule

Classes 8

This conditioning water class
is held in the shallow water
where no swimming skills are
needed. The resistance of the
water is meant to eliminate
impact and be easy on
the joints while performing
activities. This class is easy
to follow and provides
motivating music.

Water Zumba

Water Zumba
5:30pm-6:15pm

Slide &
Features

Shallow Water
Aerobics

Deep Water
Aerobics

Shallow Water
Aerobics
10:15am-11am

Swim Lessons
11am-12pm

Swim Lessons
4pm-5:25pm

Aquatic Classes8

7

April 18 - June 4, 2022
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MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

Senior Fit
9am-9:45am

Step Aerobics
9:30am-10:15am
Vinyasa Flow
5:30pm-6:30pm

Sunrise
Bootcamp
5:45am-6:30am
Full-Body
Fitness
9am-9:45am
Zumba® Fitness
5:30pm-6:30pm

Mobility & Core
9am-9:45am
Circuits
5:30pm-6:15pm
Yoga Sculpt
5:30pm-6:30pm

Cardio
Kickboxing
8:45am-9:30am
Restorative
Yoga
9am-10am

Zumba® Fitness
9am–10am

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

ELDERS ONLY

Shallow Water
Aerobics
10:15am-11am

NEW!

Intro to
Group Exercise
10am-10:45am
HIIT
5:30pm-6pm

7Water

Classes 8

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

Shallow Water
Aerobics
10:15am-11am

Shallow Water
Aerobics
10:15am-11am
Deep Water
Aerobics
5:30pm-6:15pm

NEW!

Aqua Zumba®
5:30pm-6:30pm

7Group Fit Plan8

Unlimited classes per scheduled dates!

Members Only = $20

Shallow Water
Aerobics
10:15-11am

7Drop in Fees8
Members
$3/class
Non-Members
$5/class + 1-Day Pass

For more information please contact Group Exercise Coordinator Leah Bell at
715-478-1576 or email her at: Leah.Bell@FCP-nsn.gov.
All classes and prices subject to change.

Defeat the Trainers

Can you defeat Potawatomi Community Center’s
personal trainers? Compete in feats such as
plank holds, battle-rope slams, and more!

April 18 - May 29
See the FCPCC App for rules and to register.
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FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI ELDERS
— JOIN US FOR THE —

Age My Way Fair
Wednesday

MAY 25 2022

Located at

POTAWATOMI
COMMUNITY CENTER

5471 thayék ėthë dnêkmëgzêk myéw
5471 The Place Where Everyone Plays Road

Crandon, WI 54520

CONTACT

Briana Davies, HW — 715-478-4353

CARTER CASINO FREE PLAY*

DOOR PRIZES

INCLUDING A 1-NIGHT STAY AT
CARTER CASINO & FREE PLAY

Schedule of Events

• 9 AM: COFFEE TALK

• 10 AM: FAIR OPENS - FCP ELDERS & CAREGIVERS
• 11 AM - 2 PM: COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH FOR FCP ELDERS
• 11 AM - 3 PM: FAIR OPEN TO FCP ELDERS, OLDER
RESIDENTS OF FOREST COUNTY, AND CAREGIVERS

• Resources Provided by the Tribe for Independent
Living and Planning
• Meet ‘N Greet with the New Medical Director,
Dr. Bonnie Samuelson, MD
• Blood Pressure Checks & Covid-19 Vaccinations
• Community Center Tours
• Elders’ T-Shirts
• Fitness Classes —
Call 715-478-4353 to Pre-Register
◊ Shallow Water Aerobics @ 10:15 AM —
Limited Spaces Available
◊ Elder Exercise @ 12 PM * 1 PM * 2 PM

PARTNERING ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDE:
FCP Health & Wellness Center • Potawatomi Carter Casino & Hotel • Forest County Office On Aging
Forest County Caregiver Coalition • Forest County Emergency Management • Hougum Law Firm – Estate Planning
Midstate Independent Living • Iron Mountain VA • Compassus • Judicare • Inclussa • And More!
*FREE PLAY PROVIDED TO INDIVIDUALS 55+ WITH FAIR PARTICIPATION.
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SPEED
HUMPS

INDIGENOUS
WOMAN-OWNED BUSINESS

Speed humps are used to slow down traffic and improve safety.

LAKOTA MADE
PRODUCTS
NOW AVAILABLE

•

They are 3” high and
will not damage
your tires or
vehicles.

•

They are commonly
used in residential
areas with road
speeds of up to
25 mph.

•

They are made of
100% recycled tires.

After snow plowing is done and weather permits, speed humps
will be placed on some of the residential streets in Stone Lake
and Carter to improve safety and slow down traffic.

3389 Cty Hwy H
Laona, WI 54541
715.478.4545

If you have questions or would like more
information, contact Todd Mulvey,
FCP Roads Manager @ 715-478-7392.

M-F / 9 AM - 3 PM

WELCOME
Dr. Bonnie Samuelson, MD

Health & Wellness Center Medical Director & Physician

OPTICAL
DEPARTMENT

is open to the public and
accepting new patients!
Honoring Health,
Healing, and Tradition

Honoring Health,
Healing, and Tradition

Optical services include:

Dr. Bonnie will begin seeing
FCP Tribal Members and
their immediate families
on April 11, 2022.

Schedule a
visit with
Dr. Bonnie Samuelson,
MD, by calling
(715) 478-4339.
Appointments
are available
Monday - Wednesday.

8201 Mish ko swen Drive
Crandon, WI
Mon - Fri, 7 am - 5 pm
Health.FCPotawatomi.com

•
•
•
•
•

Schedule a
visit with
Dr. Amanda
Lallensack, OD, by
calling (715) 478-4339.
Appointments are
available Tuesday Friday.

•

Routine eye exams for all ages
Referrals and follow-up care
Urgent/emergent care
Diabetic eye exams
Large variety of eyeglasses and contact
lenses
Brand-name eyeglasses

8201 Mish ko swen Drive
Crandon, WI
Mon - Fri, 7 am - 5 pm
Health.FCPotawatomi.com
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Spirit Week: WOODLANDS STATE STREET

Ribbon-Cutting: GATEWAY LOFTS -

KIDS, TEACHERS AND STAFF TAKE PART

KENOSHA

The students, teachers and staff of Woodlands State Street School
located on the Wgema Campus showed their school spirit this
past week by participating daily in Spirit Week. The 7th and 8th
grade students chose each day's theme. The themes included
dressing from the 80's and 90's decades, pajama day, dress as
your favorite character day, wear your favorite sports apparel, and
wearing school apparel or colors.
The week ended with a volleyball game between staff and the 8th
graders, with the staff just narrowly winning. The week of fun and
the big game at the end was the perfect way to send the kids off
for a week of no school as the weekend started their spring break.

Land Quest hosted a ribbon-cutting and open house yesterday

to mark the turnover for the first of five buildings that make up
the Gateway Lofts project in Kenosha. The project is a culmination
of a partnership with Gateway Technical College and the City of
Kenosha to provide accessible housing for their students and local
residents. We are honored to serve as the construction manager
on this transformative project and would like to thank Land
Quest and Ryan Douglas for selecting Greenfire as their trusted
building partner. The project team includes Mike Smith, Senior
Project Manager, Dave Kwiatkowski, Superintendent, and Mitchell
Berti, Project Engineer. We are proud of their determination and
dedication to this project and look forward to seeing the entire
project turn over in June!

Potawatomi Business Development Corporation | 3215 W State Street, Suite 300, Milwaukee, WI 53208 | 414.290.9490 | potawatomibdc.com

