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Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen 2021

by Val Niehaus
It has been 722 days; or 17,328 hours; 

or 1,039,380 minutes; or 62,380,800 
seconds since the Ka Kéw Sé Gathering 
Grounds in Carter, Wis. has heard the 
beat of a powwow drum or the tapping of 
moccasins on its turf. 

The 27th Annual Meno Keno Ma 
Ge Wen Powwow was in full swing the 
weekend of Aug. 6-8, 2021, and what a 
powwow to have missed if you weren’t 
there! After about two years of having no 
dancing or singing present at the gath-
ering grounds, this last weekend certain-
ly made up for it! The Forest County 
Potawatomi Powwow Committee put on 
one heck of an event and everyone pres-
ent felt it! To see elders, families, dancers, 
children, vendors, helpers and everyone 
in between smiling, laughing, and even 
hugging again, put out an enormous 
energy into the area that could be felt 
miles away. It really was an indescribable 
feeling and you had to have been there to 
have felt it. 

The powwow started Friday night 
with Grand Entry at 7 p.m. and went 
into the dark hours of the evening and 
lasted throughout the entire weekend 
until Sunday evening. Host drum was 
Young Spirit with co-host drum being 
local boys Fire Nation. Invited drums 
included Smokeytown, Midnite Express, 
Whitetail Boyz, Red Willow, and Bad 
River Singers. Others included Southern 
Straight, Little Priest, Wind Eagle, Young 
King Bird, and Lake Delton. 

The great and distinctive voice of 

Vince Beyl was heard as he was emcee for 
the weekend, and the powwow was kept 
in-line all weekend by arena director Lil 
Man Quintero. Without his presence, 
things wouldn’t have run as smoothly in 
the circle as they did. Head dancers this 
year were Iliana Montoya and Marquel 
Crawford. 

The specials during this powwow were 
phenomenal to watch, and to see the 
dancers dance their hardest was the best. 
Specials included: Bells Only, Men’s vs. 
Women’s Side-Step, Head Man, Head 
Veteran, Men’s & Women’s Golden Age 
55+, and of course, the Woodland World 
Championship Special. 

There was also one very particular 
special held for an elder who walked on 
this past year, and who was one of the 
last fluent speakers as well as one of the 
most knowledgeable elders in the FCP 
community: Mr. Billy “Jack” Daniels Jr. 
In his memory, a Men’s traditional special 
was held at the end of Sunday’s pow-
wow, and it was more than emotional for 
all. How special was it, too, that where 
these dancers were dancing in memory 
of Daniels was also the place that was 
given his name: Ka Kéw Sé which means, 
Forever Going. To all who knew Daniels, 
that name was more than fitting. Dan-
iels loved nothing more than to dance at 
powwows and share in the company of 
his people. He was a champion tradi-
tional dancer, and while this special was 
happening for him and in his honor, we 
all knew that he was smiling down on us. 

There was also a special honorarium 

done for another elder who walked on 
just before the pandemic came into force 
(Dec. 2019), and that was for Chief 
Judge Eugene “Fugie” White-Fish. Sever-
al years ago, Billy Daniels Jr. made a staff 
for Whitefish, and it was this staff that 
was used as the main Eagle staff during 
the powwow throughout the entire 
weekend. This staff represents sobriety as 
Fugie was a major advocate of sobriety 
and freedom from drugs and alcohol, and 
over the years he had helped many in the 
community with their struggles. This was 
the first time this staff has been brought 
into the arena and that was something 
very special indeed, as a representation of 
the power of sobriety and the good that 
can come from it. 

A final story to share came about as a 
result of the Bells Only special that Rich-
ard Gougé put on with a little help from 
his family. During this competition, there 
was a man from Portland, Oregon who 
had just lost his fatherly type uncle while 
at this powwow. Of course, being quite 
heartbroken, he wasn’t going to dance.  
But people talked him into dancing 
during this competition, and as a result, 
he took 4th place. The Delabreau family 
had heard about this special on Facebook 
and wanted to chip in a prize. Come to 
find out that this prize was a grass dance 
outfit which was what this young man 
then ended up winning for his efforts. 
Mind you, he didn’t have any regalia of 
his own except for a bustle, so the award 
for his 4th place dancing couldn’t have 
been more appropriate. He is just new to 

walking the Red Road and after hearing 
about his uncle, things had seemed hope-
less. But here he was dancing, and he 
ended up with a prize that no one would 
forget. This was clearly a great story to 
be shared as it showed how good feelings 
and actions can happen at powwows. 

After the two-year span of no pow-
wows, it was then time for new royalty to 
be designated, and this happened Satur-
day just before dinner. Royalty that was 
recognized included Sr. Princess Precious 
VanZile, Jr. Princess Royal Pemma, and 
Brave Ryker Schingeck. Congratulations 
to you all! The FCP community is look-
ing forward to seeing you represent your 
tribe in the year to come. 

This year’s powwow was indeed be-
yond extraordinary, and it couldn’t have 
been done without this year’s committee, 
the cooks behind the scenes, maintenance 
crews that helped keep the grounds clean 
and in good shape, and anyone else who 
may have lent a hand at any time in ei-
ther planning or producing a remarkable 
powwow. 

The dancers were vibrant in their 
moves, the food from the vendors made 
everyone’s bellies happy again – especially 
having that fry bread – and many people 
walked away with good feelings and 
happiness in their hearts after being able 
to see their powwow families again. That 
is what truly mattered most. There were 
certainly many great memories made and 
from the sounds of it, everyone is look-
ing forward to Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen 
2022! 

FCP Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen 2021 Royalty: (l-r) Jr. Princess Royal Pemma, Sr. Princess Presious VanZile, Brave Ryker Schingeck  more photos on pg. 2
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Woodland World Championship Winners: (l-r) Joesph Mousseau (4th), 
Mike De Main (3rd), Gozy White (2nd) Dana Warrington (1st) 

Council Member Boyd enjoying the powwow with 
his family...those grandbabies sure are sweet. 

Symone Pemma's outgoing special as prior princess. FCP community members and family showing 
support as they danced with Symone. 

Head Dancers: Iliana Montoya 
and Marquel Crawford

Travis Thelen is always dancing in 
the circle when able! 

Council Member Nick Shepard 
stopping right on the beat. 

Perfectly timed!

This little grass dancer was the 
cutest one in the arena. 

FCP Behavioral Health encourages all community members who may 
be struggling or who have family members in crisis to reach out to a 
member of our team or others for help. 

• FCP Team – (715) 478-4332 
• Jeff Keeble Sr. – Recovery Coach (715) 889-1951
• Ed Cover – Recovery Coach (715) 889-2884
• Jorge Cisneros – Community Advocate (715) 846-7957 
   or (715) 889-9368

If you or someone you know feels unsafe, please consider using one 
of these resources. They’re free, available 24/7, and confidential!
   • Forest County Potawatomi Community Advocacy 
      (715) 478-7201
   • Tri-County Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
      1 (800) 236-1222
   • National Domestic Violence Hotline 
      1 (800) 799-7233
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Philip Michael Wamego

Philip Michael Wamego, 46, of Wabeno, Wis., 
passed away July 27, 2021, at St. Michael’s Hospi-
tal, Stevens Point. Philip was born Sept. 16, 1974, 
in Chicago, Ill., the son of Philip LaBarge and 
Pamela Daniels.

Surviving are his mother: Pamela Daniels, 
Wabeno; daughter: Chenne Wamego, Wabeno; 
son: Philip Wamego Jr., Wabeno; sisters: Danae 
LaBarge, Wabeno; Star LaBarge, Appleton; Tina LaBarge, Milwaukee; brothers: 
Darryl LaBarge, Crivitz; Arthur LaBarge, Lac Du Flambeau.

He was preceded in death by his father: Philip LaBarge; son: Logan Wamego; 
brothers: Philip “Guy” LaBarge and Brian LaBarge.

Visitation was held July 30; services were held July 31, both at Sunny-
side Chapel, Carter, with Pastor Don Dewing officiating. Burial followed at 
Potawatomi Tribal Cemetery in Blackwell.

Weber-Hill Funeral Home assisted the family with the arrangements. Online 
condolences for the family by be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com.

Marrette J. Tucker

On July 31, 2021, we lost the Tucker family 
matriarch and truly one of the most beautiful souls. 
Our hearts are broken, though we know her tran-
sition to heaven was one that brought peace and 
loving reunions with her son and siblings.

Born in Rapid City, S.D., on March 4, 1929, 
Marrette was the third of five children. She faced 
challenges that most would never in their lives 
imagine. As a child, her mother and siblings escaped an abusive situation by 
stowing away in a train in the middle of the night. That train brought them from 
Rapid City to Wabeno, Wis. Starting over during the depression, they had next to 
nothing while they built a life. Marrette graduated from Wabeno High School in 
1947.

Shortly after high school, Marrette met and married Buck Tucker at a point 
when it was still illegal to have an inter-racial marriage. She chose love over com-
fort, as finding work as a Native American was very difficult. Grandpa worked as 
a logger and a beer delivery driver even though he wasn’t allowed to frequent the 
bars he delivered to. They didn’t have much for money, but managed to raise six 
amazing kids in their tiny little homestead. She made their clothes and tried her 
best to keep a home on limited money.

Later in life, Marrette served as the town clerk in Wabeno. She held this office 
for 32 years and 8 months. She was next to the office with the town cop, which 
allowed her to keep close tabs on her grandchildren and any mischief they may 
have been up to. Having the police tell her was much worse than any speeding 
ticket we could have been given.

In this time period, she really found her purest joy in all of her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She made it to every game, match and concert, and they 
kept her busy that’s for sure! On your birthday or any holiday, you were sure to 
find a handmade card in the mail just for you. Every date and event was locked in 
her mind to recall at a moment’s notice.

When our family got even larger, she became Facebook savvy and kept up 
with her great-grands in any way she could. If you visited with her, she would tell 
you of every single child, grandchild, great-grandchild or extended family mem-
ber that she kept up with – even as that number multiplied quickly! She created 
scrapbooks to log all of these memories for each family member, which we will 
cherish forever as evidence of a great love that continues from above.

We are all so thankful to have such an extraordinary Mom and Grandma who 
gave unconditional love and support. She taught us so much that will impact 
our lives forever. How to go the extra mile to make a day special. How to show 
up consistently in the lives of your family and do your best to make each day 
and event just that much more special by seemingly small but beautiful gestures 
and acts of love, such as how to make large quantities of Christmas cookies and 
package them just right.

There wasn’t a day that went by that she didn’t make our lives richer by having 
her as such a strong woman in our lives. We will be forever thankful for the love 
and wisdom she has given us that have been such a huge part in making us who 
we are today. Our family will never be the same, but we will continue to love each 
other and show up for each other because of what she has instilled in all of us. 
Enjoy catching up with your heavenly family. We will love and miss you dearly, 
but are deeply thankful for the legacy of love you have left with us. What an 
amazing legacy to leave: Love.

Marrette was proceeded in death by her son: Mic Tucker; great-great- grand-
daughter: Kaydence Tucker; and her son-in-law: Marty Kruger; as well as her 
siblings: Wynne (Abe) Estreen, Belva (Bill) Tucker, Bobby Smith, Daniel (Doro-
thy) Smith.

Marrette is survived by her children: Deb Kruger of Townsend, Tom (Kathy) 
Tucker of Wabeno, Tim Tucker of Wabeno, Dena (Dan) Moravec of Carter, 
Diane (Glen) Linssen of Townsend. She is also survived by her 13 grandchildren: 
Travis (Marsha) Tucker, Heather Tucker, Jason (Tammy) Tucker, Jessica (Kurt) 
Moriwaki, Justin Tucker, Brad (Amy) Linssen, Josh (Cristi) Kruger, Kyle (Heath-
er) Kruger, Kaylyn (Jason) Halverson, Jenny Tucker, Jaclyn (J.D.) Pederson, 
Danny (Carie) Moravec, Joy (Vance) Sato; as well as her beloved 23 great-grand-
children and numerous nieces and nephews.

Marrette was a lifetime member of St. Ambrose Parish in Wabeno, and a 
devoted Catholic known as a collector of angel, nun, and other religious statues/
figurines.

Visitation and funeral mass were held at St. Ambrose Church in Wabeno, 
Wis., on Aug. 9, 2021, followed by internment at Lakeview Cemetery in Carter. 

Weber-Hill Funeral Home assisted the family with the arrangements. Online 
condolences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com.

Sharon I. Hurkmans

Sharon I. Hurkmans, age 71, of Iron River, Mich., 
passed away on Aug. 3, 2021, at Aspirus Iron River 
Hospital. She was born on Aug. 9, 1949, in Wabe-
no, Wis., the daughter of the late Henry and Evelyn 
(Williams) Shawano. 

Sharon married Michael Hurkmans on Aug, 19, 
1995, in Rhinelander, Wis. The couple celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary in 2020.  

Sharon was employed in housekeeping in the hotel business. She enjoyed knit-
ting, crocheting, sewing, camping, fishing, going on ATV rides, and singing. She 
ran Mike’s Island Karaoke with her husband for 15 years.  

Sharon is survived by her husband: Michael Hurkmans of Iron River, Mich.; 
daughter: Audra (David) Kruger of Shawano, Wis.; eight grandchildren, four 
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, extended family and friends.  

She was also preceded in death by her son: Brandon Synol; and her sisters: 
Sandra White and Delphine Wewasson.       

Visitation was held on Aug. 11, at the Jacobs Funeral Home in Iron River. A 
memorial service followed with Pastor DJ Rasner officiating. Interment was in 
Resthaven Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed to the family of Sharon I. Hurkmans online at 
www.jacobsfuneralhomeir.com.
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Ned Daniels Jr., FCP Chairman 
Good morning. I’m very glad that you 

tuned in, and I hope that all of you are do-
ing well. I am Ned Daniels Jr., Chairman 
of the Forest County Potawatomi. 

We are in the dog days of summer, and 
I hope it has been treating you well so far. 
It’s hard to believe that it’s already August, 
but it won’t be long until the leaves start 
to fall and our kids go back to school. But 
don’t worry, we have some great things 
planned this month to help you enjoy the 
last few weeks of summer in Wisconsin. 
So, if you haven’t been able to get out and 
see your friends and fellow tribal mem-
bers yet, make sure to attend one of these 
events.  

Our first powwow of the year is com-
ing up this weekend, Aug. 6-8! The 27th 
annual Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen Powwow 
– Home of the Woodland World Cham-
pionship – will be held at the Ka Kéw Sé 
Gathering Ground in Carter. This will be 
a full weekend featuring the sights and 
sounds of our heritage and culture. More 
details can be found on FCP’s Facebook 
page. 

On Aug. 14, the quarterly General 
Council Meeting will be held in conjunc-
tion with the soft opening of the Com-
munity Center. The event starts at 11 a.m. 
with an opening address, prayer, ribbon 
cutting, Fire Nation honor song, posting 
of colors, and prayer for the meal, which 
will begin at noon. Daycare for children 
birth to 6-years-old opens at 12:45 p.m. 
General Council Meeting begins at 1 p.m. 
There will be a $200 stipend and you 
must present your tribal ID. Youth activi-
ties also begin at 1 p.m. 

This will be an exciting day for the 
tribe as it will be our first look at the 
newly-completed Community Center. So 
please, come on out and see what your 
tribe is doing. 

 The Devil’s Lake and Bug Lake Sum-
mer Fisherees will take place on Saturday, 
Aug. 21. Fish registration opens at 9 a.m. 
and closes at 3 p.m. Prizes will be awarded 
in each category for first, second and third 
place as well as a grand prize for the lon-
gest fish caught. This is open to all FCP 
tribal members and families. Lunch and 
beverages will be provided.

Finally, I want to end on this note. 
Many of us have been able to enjoy this 
summer. We have been able to get out to 
events, go to dinner with our friends and 
families, and even see their faces without 
masks. That is a good thing, but it’s clear 
we are not out of the woods on COVID 
yet. If you have not yet been vaccinated, 
please contact the Health & Wellness 
Center to find out more and schedule an 
appointment. Many places are again mov-
ing closer and closer to mask mandates 
and restrictions on businesses and events. I 
don’t want to see that here. So please, help 
us by getting your shot. It’s the best thing 
you can do to help your community right 
now. 

Abbey Dall, FSD Administrator
Bosho, FCP Community.

ICW continues to recruit family place-
ments and foster homes that are physically 
and mentally capable of supporting high 
levels of care. If this is you, please call 
us. If you know someone who can help, 
please suggest they give us a call. New and 
renewal foster care license applications are 
beginning annual processing.  

Are you feeling out of sorts? Just need 
someone to talk to? Please remember 
help is available 24/7. The pandemic has 
been hard, causing anxiety, social discon-
nect, mental and emotional concerns. 
Sometimes, it is hard to talk about these 
things with those you love most. If you are 
feeling suicidal, please call the Hopeline at 
1-800-273-8255. You may also text Hope-
line to 741741 to reach a crisis counselor. 

We have plenty of opportunity to get 
you back to work. Please get in contact 
with Kathy Tupper at (715) 478-4433 
to get your Tribal Employment Skills 
applications in. Tribal Employment Skills 
offers a training stipend to assist you while 
you learn.

Ready to work? Family Services Divi-
sion has some great job openings. Contact 
Human Resources to apply and discuss 
if you might be a good fit. They can be 
reached at (715) 478-7200.

For non-emergency service requests, 
our business hours are Monday – Thurs-
day, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. If you should call out-
side of these hours, please leave a message 
with your full name and a working phone 
number so that we may return your call. 
Call Family Services at (715) 478-4433.

Assistance is available for qualifying 
applicants for food, medical, and childcare 
expenses. You may apply at https://access.
wisconsin.gov. We know that filling out 
large applications can be overwhelming. 
Please call us at (715) 478-4433 to sched-
ule an appointment to receive assistance.  

Bobbie Irocky, EM Manager
Hello, FCP Community.
The Incident Command System is at 

a Level 2 of Partial Activation whereas 
this specific threat of COVID-19 is being 
actively monitored on a daily basis.  

The Delta Variant has caused over 75 
percent of the recent COVID-19 cases in 
the United States. In order to maximize 
protection from this Delta Variant and 
prevent possibly spreading it to others, 
wear a mask indoors in public if you are in 
an area of substantial or high transmission. 

Wearing a mask is most important if 
you have a weakened immune system or 
if, because of your age, or an underlying 
medical condition, or are unvaccinated. If 
this applies to you or your household, you 
might choose to wear a mask regardless of 
the level of transmission in your area. 

If you’ve been around someone who 
has COVID-19, you should get tested 
3-5 days after your exposure, even if you 
don’t have symptoms. You should also 
wear a mask indoors in public for 14 days 
following exposure or until your test result 
is negative. You should isolate for 10 days 
if your test result is positive. 

We should not take this new Delta 

Variant lightly, so if you have not received 
your COVID-19 vaccine yet, I encourage 
you to do so for the safety of yourself and 
for the safety of the tribal youth that are 
unable to do so.  

That being said, the FCP Health & 
Wellness Center still has vaccines for those 
12 years and older. They are accepting 
walk-ins, but if you prefer to register, 
please call (715) 478-4450 Monday - Fri-
day, or Community Health at (715) 478-
4355 to request a home visit to receive the 
vaccine.  

If you have an emergency, please reach 
out to us at Emergency Management at 
(715) 478-4428 and we will either assist 
or put you into contact with the proper 
department that fits your needs.  

Thank you all and please continue stay 
safe! 

Jacee Shepard, Community Health
Good morning.
As Bobbie just shared, the Delta 

Variant is highly-infectious and is spread-
ing more quickly than any other strain of 
COVID-19. Data show Delta is different 
than past versions of the virus: it is much 
more contagious. The highest spread of 
cases and severe outcomes is happening 
in places with low vaccination rates and 
among unvaccinated people. 

The latest science shows that we need 
to change our behavior to respond to the 
Delta Variant. The best way to protect 
yourself, your family, and your communi-
ty from COVID-19 and the Delta variant 
is to get vaccinated. From Jan. 1, 2021 
through July 22, 2021, over 98 percent of 
COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin occurred 
among people who were not fully vacci-
nated.

Getting vaccinated prevents severe 
illness, hospitalization, and death. It also 
helps reduce the spread of the virus in 
communities. 

We strongly encourage everyone to 
get vaccinated. With the Delta Variant, 
this is more urgent than ever. Hundreds 
of millions of people have now received a 
COVID vaccine with no significant side 
effects. 

Some vaccinated people can get the 
Delta Variant in a breakthrough infection 
and may be contagious. Even so, vacci-
nated individuals represent a very small 
amount of transmission occurring around 
the country. Virtually all COVID-related 

hospitalizations and deaths continue to be 
among those who are not vaccinated.

The newest CDC masking recommen-
dations state that everyone in areas with 
substantial and high community transmis-
sion, including fully vaccinated individu-
als, wear a mask in public indoor settings. 

As a reminder, the FCP Health Di-
vision requires all patients, visitors and 
staff to wear masks at all times within 
the buildings. If you are unable to wear 
a mask due to medical conditions, please 
call (715) 478-4339 to speak to someone 
about other options for you, including a 
tele-visit or curbside visit. 

Have a great day. Thank you. 
Deb Tetting, Early Childhood Pro-

gram Director
Bosho, everyone.
Gte Ga Nes Preschool is busy regis-

tering for the upcoming 2021-22 school 
year. Classes will start on Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
the day after Labor Day. This year, we will 
be adding a third classroom and having 
classes Monday through Thursday instead 
of the two days a week we offered last 
year due to COVID. The times are still 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. If your child will be 
3-years-old by Sept. 1, get them registered 
right away. You can pick up an application 
at the school. If your 4-year-old is plan-
ning on attending 4K classes at the big 
school, they can be with us the days they 
aren’t there. Class sizes are limited so get 
your children registered right away. Call 
the school at (715) 478-7359 if you have 
any questions.

This week is the last week of the sum-
mer feeding program.

There will be a soft opening of the 
Community Center on Aug. 14, to the 
FCPC Community. There will be a full 
list of activities for the youth to participate 
in during the general council meeting. 
For more information, please call Brian 
Tupper at (715) 478-7420.

Families should have gotten the form 
for the clothing and school supply sti-
pends. If you have any questions, you can 
call the Education Department at (715) 
889-7355.

Summer Youth Employment end-of-
the-year field trip will be on Aug. 17. They 
will be going on a day trip to Appleton. 
Any questions, please call Mary Mattson 
at (715) 478-4153.

FCP Community Facebook Live Session Recap - August 4, 2021
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Forest County Potawatomi Leaders XIII
Kenneth Lee George Sr. (Aasedossek 

– “Still Sky”) was born during a snow-
storm on Nov. 26, 1946, in Hayward, 
Wis., to William Alloway and Arlene 
(George) Alloway.

He grew up in Stone Lake, fishing 
with his grandfather, Isaac George, and 
attended school in Crandon.

Ken George Sr. joined the Marines in 
1965 and served in Vietnam from August 
1967 to September 1968. He continued 
his service in the USMC Reserve for 
several years afterward until 1975. 

A decorated veteran, he received sev-
eral ribbons for his service, as well as the 
Bronze Star with Combat V, Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry, Vietnamese Service, 
Vietnamese Campaign, Presidential Unit 
Citation, Firewatch, Combat Action, 

Good Conduct, Recon Wings, and two 
Purple Hearts. (Cited from April 15, 
2015 PTT issue)

In 1969, he married Marilyn Fox and 
would have seven children. After work-
ing in road construction jobs around the 
state, Ken George Sr. went to law school 
at UW-Madison and became a certified 
paralegal. 

He became involved in tribal govern-
ment and was FCP Executive Council 
secretary from 1974 to 1976. He served 
as tribal chairman from 1983 to 1985, 
succeeding Daniel “DJ” Smith.

In 1985, Leroy Shockto Sr. succeeded 
Ken George as tribal chairman.

After his time as chairman, Ken 
George became the tribal housing inspec-
tor. He also served as the tribal veterans’ 

representative for several years. Ken was 
also tribal Gaming Commissioner for 
many years. 

In 2000, he and some other veterans 
returned to Vietnam. In an article about 
his trip published in the October 15, 
2000 edition of the Traveling Times, he 
wrote, “Most everything I had inside me 
all these years has been lifted.”

He passed away on Jan. 7, 2021, at 
age 74. He was survived by his wife, his 
children and his mother.

•••••
Leroy Larsen Shockto was born Nov. 

12, 1942, to Theodore and Mary Jane 
Shockto.

He served in the Army from Feb. 27, 
1962, to Feb. 16, 1965, and received an 
honorable discharge.

On Feb. 19, 1966, he married Ruth 
Menomin. They would have six children.

Leroy Shockto served his tribe in vari-
ous roles over many years. He was sworn 
in as a new Executive Council member in 
November 1969 and was on the coun-
cil for several years. He was also on the 
tribe’s Housing Board of Commissioners. 
He was appointed to the Constitution 
and By-Laws Committee and served on 
the Forestry Committee. 

In 1985, he succeeded Ken George 
Sr. as tribal chairman. Steven Daniels 
succeeded Leroy Shockto as chairman in 
1987.

Leroy Shockto Sr. passed away Sept. 
8, 1992. 

This is the next instalment of the Leaders series, and is an ongoing collaboration between FCP Cultural Center, Library & Museum and the Potawatomi Traveling Times.

Kenneth Lee George Sr. Leroy Larsen Shockto
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50th Anniversary
AIM McKinley Coast Guard Station Occupation

Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021 • 2 p.m.
McKinley Park Charles R. “Chuck” Ward Overlook

At 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, Oneida Nation enrolled member Dorothy Ninham will speak to the public and the press commemorating the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the occupation of the McKinley Coast Guard Station by the American Indian Movement (AIM). Her husband, Herb Powless, also Oneida, was the leader 
of their Milwaukee Chapter of AIM, and led the occupation. Her commemorative talk will include a Q&A session, and will be preceded and followed with Oneida smoke 
dancers, song, music and spoken word presentations. 

AIM was formed in 1968 in the centennial year of the Treaty of Fort Laramie of 1868, which gave birth to the Great Sioux Nation Reservation. AIM was formed in 
Minneapolis by Ojibwe Indians Dennis Banks, Clyde Bellecourt, Eddie Benton Banai and George Mitchell. The initial purpose of the Indian Civil Rights group was to 
provide cultural, health care, employment and educational support for the Indians in the new urban ghettos. Their displacement was due in part to the Indian relocation 
policies of the 1950s created by the US government. 

Following the lead of the AIM Alcatraz Occupation that had just ended in June of 1971, Herb Powless and his wife Dorothy Ninham-Powless conceived and led the 
occupation of the McKinley Coast Guard Station on Lake Michigan in downtown Milwaukee. The takeover occurred 50 years ago at 3 a.m., on the dark side of Saturday 
night, Aug. 14, 1971. When the sun rose over Lake Michigan on Sunday morning, August 15, the Native American tribes of Wisconsin had taken control of seven acres 
and buildings on Milwaukee’s lakefront that they would occupy for nearly a decade. It was a new day.

Among the other AIM occupations at the time, the AIM3 Milwaukee Coast Guard Station takeover is among the most significant. Dorothy Ninham has stated that 
through prolonged and highly effective negotiations by Herb Powless, along with the highest levels of the US, Wisconsin and City of Milwaukee governments, as well as 
Forest County Potawatomi Community (FCPC) tribal leadership, the land was returned to Native people. It became a rare time in which the federal government officially 
recognized the actions of a Red Power movement. The occupation was ultimately sanctioned as a cultural, educational community center and operated for nearly 10 years. 

“Herb Powless,” said Dorothy Ninham, “proved that when activist and advocate work together, a peaceful solution can be achieved, and it was.”
Ultimately, the government recognition of the AIM3 Occupation was realized when Herb Powless decided that a sovereign Indian tribe should take the property into 

“trust”. The FCPC responded to Herb’s invitation to take possession of the Coast Guard Station buildings and land.
Herb Powless would also negotiate perpetual government funding for his Indian addiction treatment program, which led to other tribal programs being funded across 

the country. Herb Powless insisted this funding go on in perpetuity, and the highest level of government agreed. This funding was provided for traditional counselors, 
medicine people, and those suffering from addiction to be brought together. Funds were also provided for travel to traditional ceremonies. The Indian Community School 
“grew up” in the Coast Guard Station from 1971 to 1980. The fate of the school and its long-term success would ultimately be bound together with the FCPC decision to 
take the Coast Guard Station into “trust”. 

It appears that when the FCPC answered Herb Powless’s request for the tribe to take the occupied Coast Guard Station into their sovereign trust to ensure the status of 
the property as an Indian cultural, educational and community center, no one saw the prize inside. 

More than 15 years later, on Oct. 17, 1988, Congress passed the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act authorizing Indians to operate casinos on sovereign trust land. Unlike 
any other tribe in America, the FCPC owned an island of seven acres of trust land in the heart of an urban area, the McKinley Coast Guard Station on Milwaukee’s lake-
front. The FCPC was unique in that it had the rights to open an off-reservation casino. 

Ultimately, Herb Powless can be credited with engineering and leading the occupation of the Coast Guard Station. Most importantly, Herb’s skillful negotiations with 
the highest levels of government and the FCPC led to the successful sanctioning of the property. This led to the ongoing success of the Indian addiction treatment pro-
gram, the flourishing of the Indian Community School, and the rise of the FCPC to prosperity.

These are the reasons we gather to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the McKinley Coast Guard Station occupation.
Our event is supported by a grant from the FCPC Foundation. Contributions to the events and projects of the 50th Anniversary Year of the AIM3 Coast Guard Station 

occupation may be made at Donate2AIM3.com. 
More stories of Milwaukee AIM can be found in the new book “I WILL: How Four American Indians Put Their Lives on the Line and Changed History,” written by 

Sheron Wyant-Leonard and distributed by Simon & Schuster, released on July 20, 2021.
AIM McKinley Coast Guard Station Occupation
Event Speakers: Dorothy Ninham (Oneida), Bill Means (Oglala Lakota), John Thomas (Pawnee)
Event Performers: Buddy & Geronimo Powless (Oneida), Bill Miller (Mohican), Cornelius (Oneida/Potawatomi/Navajo), The Oneida Smoke Dancers With Drums, 

Buggin Malone (Potawatomi/Ho Chunk/Stockbridge-Munsee/Oneida)
For further information, please contact Perry Muckerheide by phone at (423) 503-2621 or by email at tiveevent@gmail.com. 

MILWAUKEE (July 26, 2021) – The 
Forest County Potawatomi has named 
Dominic Ortiz as CEO and General 
Manager of Potawatomi Hotel & Casino. 
After conducting a nation-wide search, 
Ortiz will begin his role at the Milwaukee 
property today.  

“I would like to thank the Trib-
al Council and the Forest County 
Potawatomi for the opportunity to join 
an amazing team,” said Ortiz.  “I look 
forward to building upon their success 
and taking the brand to a new level for 

future generations.”
 Ortiz, an enrolled member of the 

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation of 
Kansas, most recently served as Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of Soaring Eagle Gaming 
Properties and Corporate Services in Mt. 
Pleasant, Mich. 

 “We are truly excited to welcome 
Dominic into this role at Potawatomi 
Hotel & Casino,” said Ned Daniels 
Jr., Chairman of the Forest County 
Potawatomi. “We’re confident his years 
of experience in tribal gaming will prove 

valuable in charting the course during a 
pivotal time at our Milwaukee property.”  

 Ortiz, a graduate of the Universi-
ty of Kansas School of Business and 
the Harvard Business School’s General 
Manager/Executive Education program, 
has 17 years of experience in a number of 
leadership positions at several tribal casi-
no properties across the country. He will 
lead the property’s continued re-opening 
efforts after more than a year of partial 
operations due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic

 About Potawatomi Hotel & Casino
Set in the heart of Milwaukee, 

Potawatomi Hotel & Casino is Wiscon-
sin’s premier entertainment destination, 
offering guests the best in gaming, dining 
and entertainment. The property features 
a luxurious 381-room hotel, the intimate 
500-seat Northern Lights Theater and 
more than 60,000 square feet of event 
space. To discover more, visit www.pays-
big.com.

 

CEO and General Manager at Potawatomi Hotel & Casino Named
submitted by Ryan Amundson, Public Relations Manager 
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For the second consecutive year, PBDC and its subsidiaries attended the 
National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development (NCAIED) 2021 
Reservation Economic Summit (RES) in Las Vegas, NV. The mission for NCAIED 
is to provide economic opportunity for Indian Country and its entrepreneurs. 
RES is one of the primary ways in which NCAIED lives up to the mission – where 
all services and expertise are brought together for one week to build bridges 
of economic power with other tribal enterprises and corporate partners. The 
Summit offers breakout sessions, panel discussions on relevant Indian Country 
subjects, and a two day-long trade show.

Potawatomi Business Development Corporation (PBDC) was among over 200 
exhibitors at the trade show. Together with Greenfire, Data Holdings, and PBDC 
Federal Group, our booth was able to connect with over 4,000 attendees and 
showcase the PBDC tree of offerings. We were fortunate to have representatives 
from each of the organizations to discuss how we support tribal enterprises 
through a variety of services. To best present all of our services, PBDC crafted a 
custom-built, 400 SF booth, delivering an exceptional impact on the trade show 
floor.

Through a combination of strategic trade show sponsorships, meetings and 
a strong presence on the trade show floor, RES 2021 was an effective way to 
further the PBDC brand across the nation and Indian Country.  Thank you to all 
who took part in the planning and execution of this year's summit to make it the 
success that it was. 

RES2021: PBDC & SUBSIDIARIES 
TAKE PART

Project Spotlight: OSHKOSH FOOD 
CO-OP 

Photo:  (1) Exterior of Co-op during the Grand Opening.  (2) Interior 
and check out lines during the Grand Opening.  (3) A view of the 
custom-made produce stands and refrigerators. 

The Oshkosh Food Co-op is officially open. Located on the ground level 
of the recently completed Brio, the 10,000 SF co-op is a full-service 
grocery store and the first of its kind in northeastern Wisconsin.

The co-op operates as a cooperative, member-owned business, 
where shoppers buy locally sourced produce that ultimately leads to 
reinvestment back into the community.

Construction on the co-op began November 2020 with a four-inch slab 
on grade and the structural steel envelope complete three weeks later. 
Build-out of the space began in mid-March with rough MEP and steel 
stud wall framing. Sheet rock began in early May with painting and 
equipment installation complete at the end of May. On a four-month 
schedule, Greenfire turned over the project in late June, one month prior 
to the July Grand Opening.

Greenfire served as the construction manager on the Brio and Oshkosh 
Food Co-op. Contracts for each project were held separately by their 
respective owners which meant each project was dependent upon 
the other. In order to complete the simultaneous build of each project, 
the team employed many of the same subcontractors. This strategy 
improved site efficiency, minimized risk, and ultimately maintained 
critical project schedules.

We would like to thank Oshkosh Food Co-op for selecting Greenfire 
as the construction manager on this transformational project. 
Thomas Sugar Designs, located in Fond du Lac, is the architect. The 
Greenfire team includes Kevin Hansen, sr. project manager, and Paul 
Kaare, superintendent. We are incredibly proud of our team for their 
resourcefulness, dedication, and expertise that made this project a 
success.
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