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First Chief's Day to be Celebrated
When approving the 2020-21 

holiday schedule, one culturally signif-
icant change was made. The federal 
holiday designated as President’s Day 
(which falls on February 15 this year) 
will now also be celebrated by the 
FCP Community as Chief ’s Day per 
the approval of Executive Council. To 
that end, the Traveling Times will be 
collaborating with the FCP Museum 
on a continuing series highlighting 
past leaders as a way to honor them. 
A series actually began in 2019 
and included facts on the first two 
documented chiefs: Waumegesako and 
Keetos/Quitos. As a way of reigniting 
the series, the first article is reprinted 
below. Stay tuned for more cultural 
history to come in future issues.
by Val Niehaus

As printed in the Nov. 1, 2019 
issue:

In celebration of and respect and 
honor for Native American History 
Month, Potawatomi Traveling Times 
(PTT) has decided to embark on 
a journey to look at the history 
of the tribe’s Chiefs/Chairmen. It 
should be noted that every attempt 
has been made to be as accurate as 
possible in regards to dates, names 
and facts. PTT collaborated with 
the Forest County Potawatomi 
(FCP) Cultural Preservation Di-
vision (CPD) and the Wisconsin 
Historical Society in gathering this 
information. It’s felt to be accu-
rate as it is presented, but know 
that some important facts may be 
missing as well. PTT is relying on 
available records. 

To start this series, PTT ven-
tured to the FCP Executive Build-
ing Auditorium to observe and 
make note of the exhibited photos 
– from the first one through the 
most recent photo of the current 
Chairman. PTT also had a list 
(revised on March 25, 2011) called 
the FCP Community of Wiscon-
sin: Generations of Tribal Chairs 
1937 – Present, with this added 
notation: Materials used to develop 
this record come from Executive 
and General Council minutes. The 
Legal Department does not have in 
its possession copies of all existing 
Council minutes; therefore, this 
may not be a complete, accurate 

record. Please contact Legal De-
partment with any corrections or 
additional information. 

After taking time in gathering 
some information, this is what PTT 
and the FCP CPD have come up 
with in starting this new venture. 

The first Chief to be docu-
mented is Waumegesako (1830s 
– 1844), also known as Wampum 
and Mexico. Born in 1789, he was 
head chief of the mixed tribes of 
Ojibwe, Potawatomi and Odawa 
residing in the Manitowoc area. 
Taken form The Wisconsin Archae-
ologist Vol. 32, No. 4, supplied by 
the Wisconsin Historical Society, it 
says, “Old Mexico, also known as 
Waumegesako and Wampum, was 
the head chief of the Potawatomi 
Indians. Wampum’s headquarters 
were on the Manitowoc River. The 
old chief died in 1844. The citizens 
of the Manitowoc erected a monu-
ment at the old village of Manito-
woc Rapids in honor of Wampum.”

Waumegesako played a prom-
inent part in signed treaties in-
cluding: Butte des Morts (1827), 
Green Bay (1828), Prairie du Chien 
(1829), Chicago (1833). Anoth-
er analog from The Wisconsin 
Archaeologist Vol. 32, No. 4, says, 
“In 1828, a deputation of fifteen 
Indians and one squaw traveled to 
Washington to conclude and sign 
the article of agreement of the Trea-
ty of Green Bay. ‘Way-meek-see-go, 
or Wampum’ was one of them.” 

Waumegesako died in 1844. Ac-
cording to The Wisconsin Archae-
ologist Vol. 14, No. 4, His grave is 
located on Mr. Winke’s land, on the 
highest crest on the north bank of 
the river, several hundred yards west 
of the Braunel cemetery and close 
to an old abandoned logging road. 
It is a quarter of a mile southwest 
of the location of the monument 
erected to his memory. The grave, 
and others purporting to be his, 
have on various occasions been dis-
turbed. In 1851, three prominent 
citizens of Manitowoc, removed 
therefrom the skull and thigh 
bones, which were to be utilized in 
the gruesome initiation ceremonies 
of a well-known secret society orga-
nized at that time. One of these was 

Charles Musson, after whom Dr. 
Lapham names a group of mounds 
in Manitowoc. On this becom-
ing known the indignation of the 
Indians was great and dire threats 
were made producing consterna-
tion among the settlers. Quiet was 
speedily restored when the contents 
of the graves were returned.” 

Waumegesako was described as 
intelligent and “absolutely trusted” 
by white settlers and Native Ameri-
cans alike. 

Succeeding Waumegesako was 
Keetoos (1844-1867), also known 
as Quitos or Queetos. 

Keetoos or Quitos means “sun 
go one place”, and he was described 
as “one of the Potawatomi leaders 
or chiefs”. His grandson is one of 
many familiar names for the FCP 
tribe, that being Simon Kahqua-
dos. With that said, Kahquados 
wrote saying his grandfather spoke 
four languages and credited him 
with stopping wars between Native 
Americans and whites in the United 
States. He also said that Keetoos, 
“...went all over with his uncle, 
Nea-to-shingh, and his father, Ah-
kee-way-see, telling the Indians not 
to fight with the whites.” Simon 
said Keetoos was “Wampum’s 
(Waumegesako) best friend.” Peter 
D. Sapenais stated that Keetoos’ 
real name was Kee-Ka-Tos. He also 
relayed that Keetoos was Ottawa 
and came from Canada.  

Keetoos died about eight miles 
east of DePere in 1867, and accord-
ing to Simon Kahquados was, “...
aged about 100 years.” 

PTT has decided to carry on 
this series into the next issue, 
Nov. 15, 2019. Next on the list is 
Charles Kisheck and John Shawa-
no. If any family or friends have 
any information on either of these 
two men, please contact Val Nie-
haus by phone at (715) 478-7498 
or by email at valerie.niehaus@
fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov. There is 
quite a bit that the FCP CPD has 
on these two people, but more info 
is always appreciated along with 
any type of photos that can be 
scanned and saved in the archives.

Waumegesako
(Wisconsin Historical Society #1942.57)

Keetos/Quitos
(Wisconsin Historical Society)
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Chairman Ned Daniels Jr. 
Good morning! Thank you all for 

tuning in this morning. I am Ned Dan-
iels, Jr., Chairman of the Forest County 
Potawatomi. I hope that all of you are 
staying healthy and staying warm. 

Winter is in full swing in northern 
Wisconsin and so far, it’s been relatively 
mild. While I’m sure there are plenty of 
you who would like to see a few more 
inches of snow so you can hit the snow-
mobile trails, the temperatures outside 
are perfect for doing a lot of other fun 
activities with your family. 

Strap on a set of snowshoes and go for 
a hike. Or try your hand at ice fishing on 
one of our local lakes. As we all know, 
winter can be a long season in Wisconsin. 
So, make the most of this time and get 
outside before the weather turns too ugly. 

Unfortunately, we have recently seen 
some ugliness in our country. The recent 
events at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, 
D.C. were shocking and appalling. Lives 
were unnecessarily lost, and it has left 
many of us stunned. It was heartbreaking 
to see it unfold on TV. 

But that is over, and today is a new 
day. Today, President-elect Joe Biden will 
officially become the 46th President of 
the United States. We are fortunate to 
live in a country where there can be a 
peaceful transfer of power. And no matter 
who is elected, we always want them to 
lead us in a good direction. I hope that 
all of you will join me in praying for 
our new President to help give him the 
strength and guidance to make smart 
decisions and lead us on a good path. 

There are a few upcoming events and 
announcements that I also want to share 
with you today: 

There will be a job fair tomorrow, 
Jan. 21, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 
Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel. Al-
though the flyer states that it’s being held 
in the Willow Room, it has been relocat-
ed to the Kahquados Room instead. 

This event is an opportunity to 
speak with both casino and government 
representatives about available jobs and 
be interviewed immediately. You may 
also request help with your résumé, if 
you wish. The job fair is open to all tribal 
members, spouses, dependents and affil-
iates. You are encouraged to take advan-
tage of this opportunity. Please know that 
the casino is restricted to people who are 
18 and older due to the pandemic. 

The 2021 Bug Lake Fisheree is sched-
uled for Saturday, Jan. 30. Registration 
opens at 9 a.m. and closes at 3 p.m. Chili 
sack lunches will be available from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Categories include bass, 
trout, perch, pumpkinseed and northern 
pike. Reminder that there’s a limit of 
three lines per person. Social distancing 
will be implemented at the pop-up cano-
py on the boat landing. 

The Executive Building now has a 
receptionist answering the main phone 

number: (715) 478-7200. Virgin-
ia Johnson will be your link to other 
departments, and you may call Monday 
through Thursday between the hours of 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for assistance.

A survey has been created for the new 
Community Center. Please take a few 
moments to answer questions and share 
the types of programs, events and activi-
ties that you and your family would like 
to see in the Community Center. Dead-
line to participate is Feb.18, 2021. A link 
to the survey will be shared on FCP’s 
Facebook page today.

January is Radon Awareness Month: 
Radon is a cancer-causing radioactive gas 
and is a national environmental health 
problem. The Surgeon General warns 
that radon is the second leading cause of 
lung cancer in the United States today. 
You cannot see, smell or taste radon, but 
it may be a problem in your home. If you 
smoke and your home has high radon 
levels, you’re at high risk for developing 
lung cancer. Some studies indicate that 
children may be more sensitive. Testing is 
the only way to know your home’s radon 
levels. There are no immediate symptoms 
and it typically takes years of exposure 
before any problems surface. The Forest 
County Health Department can help 
you in obtaining a testing kit for a small 
fee. Contact them at (715) 478-3371, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Most hardware stores carry the 
kits as well. 

Family Services Division Adminis-
trator Abbey Dall 

Bosho, Forest County Potawatomi 
Community!

We have had some good news in the 
community and with that good news 
has come opportunity…Businesses and 
offices are beginning to open, slowly and 
safely. But it does not mean we are not 
still feeling the impact of the continuous 
isolation. While we have been fortunate 
to have a mild winter allowing for plenty 
of outdoor play, etc., we are experiencing 
a mental health impact that we may have 
never considered. Perhaps we haven’t 
spent much time with our family or 
friends as we continue to practice social 
distancing. The bottom line is, we know 
that COVID has been hard – especial-
ly mentally.  Those challenges may be 
leaving you with some darker, unexpected 
thoughts. We are available and will re-
spond to emergencies and safety concerns 
accordingly. If you’re feeling suicidal, 
please call for help: 1-800-SUICIDE or 
1-800-273-TALK.  

Teens! Please listen for a moment. 
COVID’s been a tough cookie. And you 
have all been so graceful in adapting to 
all these crazy changes and challenges. 
Brian and Joe miss seeing your smiling 
faces and joking around with you. They 
are almost always available to chat. But, if 
you are feeling really down, maybe even 
considering harming yourself, there is a 

specific line just for you! Text TEEN to 
839863 or call 800-852-8336.

ICW really needs foster homes. Please 
contact ICW to become a licensed place-
ment and to obtain more information.

Rising Sun Day Care reopens on Feb 
1, 2021. We are really excited to see your 
kids and we have been able to waive the 
childcare fee until Oct. 1, 2021. Please 
contact us to get your applications in and 
talk about the process. 

We remain in need of in-home child 
care providers. If you’re interested in 
becoming a certified child care provider, 
please contact Kathy Tupper at (715) 
478-4433.

For non-emergency service requests, 
our business hours are Monday – Thurs-
day, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. If you should call 
outside of these hours, please leave a 
message with your full name and a work-
ing phone number so that we may return 
your call. Call Family Services at (715) 
478-4433.

Assistance is available for qualifying 
applicants for food, medical, and child 
care expenses. We invite you to apply at 
https://access.wisconsin.gov. We know 
that filling out large applications can be 
overwhelming. Please call us at (715) 
478-4433 to schedule an appointment 
to receive some assistance. The kiosks are 
ready and available to serve you.

Wishing you a safe weekend and see 
you soon. Ba Ma Me Na!

Family Services (715) 478-4433
Indian Child Welfare (715) 889-1446
Com. Advocacy (715) 478-7201
Child Support (715) 478-7260
Emergency Management Program 

Manager Bobbie Irocky
Hello, FCP Community.
The Incident Command System is 

still at a Level 1 of a virtual Full-Scale 
Activation. 

Forest County Health officials have 
confirmed one additional person has 
been diagnosed with COVID-19 for a 
total of 895 cases in Forest County. As of 
yesterday, Jan. 19, we are down to only 
four confirmed active cases. Currently, 
there are 0 active cases living on the 
FCP reservation or FCP tribal members 
within Forest County. This is great news, 
everyone! This means people have been 
doing their part and we are finally start-
ing to flatten the curve in our county. So, 
please continue to stay safe and use extra 
precautions when out in public so we can 
bring this number down to 0.

On another positive note, last Tues-
day, Jan. 12, COVID care packages 
were mailed out to FCP tribal members 
18 and older to help protect against 
COVID-19. I would like to add that 
FCP purchased these supplies with fed-
eral funding, so there was no additional 
cost to the tribe. If you have any ques-
tions regarding your care package, please 
feel free to reach out to myself or my 
assistant Lindsey, at (715) 478-4428.

As always, if at any time you have 
an emergency, please reach out to us at 
Emergency Management at (715) 478-
4428 and we will either assist or put you 
into contact with the proper department 
that fits your needs.  

Thank you all and please stay safe!
Bob Sookochoff MD, Chief Medi-

cal Officer
In the last two weeks, FCP received 

an additional 95 doses of Pfizer vaccine 
for the second doses. These were admin-
istered on Jan. 6, three weeks after the 
initial dose. It takes about 10 days after 
the inoculation to fully develop pro-
tective antibodies, so by now the initial 
vaccine recipients are 97 percent protect-
ed – an excellent start. An additional 200 
doses of the Moderna vaccine have been 
received. One hundred of these doses will 
be used for frontline casino employees 
and Potawatomi elders in Milwaukee. 
The second 100 doses for the week of 
Jan. 25, will be a boost for healthcare em-
ployees, caregivers, and FCP members. At 
this time, the target populations remain 
tribal elders, their spouses and caregivers, 
as well as high-risk tribal members and 
frontline essential FCP employees. FCP 
tribal members and employees remain 
our highest priority.  

It was announced this week that a 
vaccine developed by Johnson & Johnson 
is likely to receive FDA emergency use 
authorization by the end of the month. 
This vaccine has been shown in trials to 
be 97 percent effective. It is a much more 
traditional vaccine, using similar tech-
nology as the existing vaccines against 
pneumococcal pneumonia and meningi-
tis. It is also a single shot as opposed to 
the two current vaccines which require 
two shots. The federal government has 
ordered 100 million doses with an option 
for an additional 200 million doses. For 
those wondering about which vaccine to 
receive, the simple answer is, whichever 
vaccine is available. They are all safe and 
effective and MUCH safer than con-
tracting COVID-19 disease. I encourage 
everyone to get vaccinated as soon as 
vaccine is available.

As of Jan. 12, the HWC lab had done 
1,851 COVID tests. Of these, 276 were 
positive, a positivity rate of 15 percent. 
Our lab uses a test called a rapid antigen 
test. The test is performed on a nasal 
swab and can be done within 15 minutes. 
The test does have some limitations. 
There are only about 2 percent false posi-
tives, so a positive test means you do have 
the virus. For those that have COVID-19 
symptoms such as cough, fever, shortness 
of breath, or a loss of taste and smell, the 
false negative rate is 20 percent, so one-
fifth of the time the test will be negative 
even if you have the disease. 

continued on pg. 6...

FCP Community Facebook Live Session Recap - Jan. 20, 2021
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Robert James Daniels Sr.
“Shikwet” “Clear Sky”

Robert James Daniels Sr., “Shikwet” “Clear Sky”, age 76, 
passed away unexpectedly at his home in Stone Lake (Cran-
don), on Jan. 11, 2021. Robert was born Sept. 1, 1944, in 
Keshena, Wis., the son of Ned and Josephine (Johnson) Daniels Sr.

Robert graduated from Shawano High School. He continued his education 
by attending college at the University of Milwaukee as an iron worker trade, then 
attended school in Chicago,  earning a Journeyman status as well as a certificate 
in drafting and welding.

He married Rogerine Wychesit on June 28, 1969.
Robert enjoyed the casino, camping, fishing, hunting, riding his motorcycle, 

and working on cars. He loved sharing stories of his life experiences and adven-
tures.

He is survived by the mother of his children: Rogerine (Gerhardt) Wychesit; 
his children: Chris (Floreze) Daniels; Candice Daniels, Patrick Daniels and Ryan 
Hill. Further survived by many grandchildren and great grandchildren; broth-
ers: Ned (Kim) Daniels, Joseph (April) Daniels; sisters: Lola (Dennis) Haskins, 
Michelle (Randy) and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents: Ned Sr. and Josephine Daniels; 
brothers: Herb Daniels, Steve Daniels and Matthew Daniels; sons: George Dan-
iels and Robert “Peeks” Daniels Jr.

Visitation was held Jan. 13, followed by Native American services officiated 
by Lance Long. Both took place at the Potawatomi Cultural Center, Crandon. 
Interment was at the Potawatomi Tribal Cemetery, Stone Lake. 

Online condolences may be left for the family at www.weberhillfuneralhome.
com.

FEBRUARY 
ELDER MENUS

Monday, 2/1
Battered Fish, Twice Baked Potato, 

Calico Beans, Rye Bread, Fig Newton

Tuesday, 2/2
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham, 

Corn, Pineapple 

Wednesday, 2/3
Wet Burrito, Tortilla Chips w/Salsa, 

Strawberry Rhubarb Dump Cake

Thursday, 2/4
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Garlic Bread, 

Cottage Cheese w/Cherry 
Tomatoes, Dessert Bar

Friday, 2/5
Cold Turkey & Swiss on Whole Wheat 

w/Lettuce, Broccoli & Cauliflower 
w/Dill Dip, Fruit in Jello® 

Monday, 2/8
Creamy Chicken over Biscuits, 

Spinach Salad, Mandarin Oranges

Tuesday, 2/9
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, 

Green Beans, Bread & Butter, Banana

Wednesday, 2/10
Country Fried Steak, White Gravy, 
Stuffing, Corn, Cranberry Sauce, 

Dinner Roll, Apple

Thursday, 2/11
Pork Chop, Ranch Mashed Potatoes, 

Brussels Sprouts, Rice Krispy Bar

Friday, 1/12
Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap, Cheese 

Stick, Cold Salad, Cookie

Monday, 2/15
No Route – Holiday 

Tuesday, 2/16
Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, 

Beef Gravy, Carrots, Dinner Roll, 
Chocolate Cake 

Wednesday, 2/17
Italian Pasta Bake, Side Salad, 

Breadstick, Cottage Cheese, 
Tropical Fruit

Thursday, 2/18
Baked Chicken, Cheesy Rice, 

Country Blend Veggies, Banana 
Cream Pie, Peaches

Friday, 2/19
Cabbage Roll Casserole, Green Beans, 

Dinner Roll, Nutri-Grain Bar®

Monday, 2/22
BBQ Chicken, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Peas & Carrots, Mandarin Oranges 

Tuesday, 2/23
Beef Stew, Bread & Butter, Apricots 

Wednesday, 2/24
Hot Beef Sandwich, Celery Strips 

w/Spinach Dip, Peaches

Thursday, 2/25
Baked Cod, Sweet Potatoes, Potato 

Salad, Rye Bread, Apple Pie

Friday, 2/26
Cheesy Potato & Bacon Soup, Cheese 

Garlic Biscuit, Rocky Road Pudding

Menus Subject to Change
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FROM HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER:

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
Expanded hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Friday   
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services will provide regularly scheduled 

services in person or virtual visit. Please call (715) 478-4332 with questions or 
concerns.

 COMMUNITY HEALTH 
Expanded hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Friday   
Services include contact tracing for COVID-19, medication deliveries, case 

management and urgent home visits.
 DENTAL

Expanded hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday 
Dental services including orthodontic care and dental cleanings now avail-

able. Please call (715) 478-4313 to schedule.
 MEDICAL/LAB/IMAGING

Expanded hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.   
Primary care services will provide regularly-scheduled services in person or 

virtual visit. Please call (715) 478-4339 to schedule.
 OPTICAL

Expanded hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday   
Optical will provide regularly-scheduled services in person. All visits will re-

quire an appointment to be made, which includes glasses repairs or adjustments, 
retail shop, contact lens fitting, pick-up glasses/contacts. Please call (715) 478-
4339 to schedule any of these services. 

REHAB 
Hours: 7 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday 
Physical Therapy and Chiropractic services now available. Please call (715) 

478-4339 to schedule.
 PHARMACY

Hours are subject to change. Please call the pharmacy ahead of time to ensure 
your medication is ready prior to arriving for pick up and options for pick up at 
(715) 478-4347.  



February 1, 2021 • Potawatomi Traveling Times | 5Departments

FCP Tribal Court Contacts:
• Main Phone (715) 478-7255
• Email CourtEmail@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov
Please leave a detailed message including your name and phone 

number. Phone calls and emails will be returned asap.

Behavioral Health Resources:
• Online at fcpchelp.com
• 24-hour crisis hotline at 888-299-1188
• Text Crisis line - text “HELP” to 741741
• If needed, 9-1-1 can always be called for immediate emergency 

services

FCP Behavioral Health encourages all community members who 
may be struggling or who have family members in crisis to reach out 
to a member of our team or others for help. 

• FCP Team – (715) 478-4332 
• Jeff Keeble Sr. – Recovery Coach (715) 889-1951
• Ed Cover – Recovery Coach (715) 889-2884
• Jacob Struble – House Manager (715) 889-9532
• Jorge Cisneros – Community Advocate (715) 846-7957 or (715) 

889-9368

Administrative Services Contact List
Division Administrator: Jayme VanZile – 715 478-7435 or 715 889-0014

Executive Assistant: Renee Ison – 715 478-7235 or 715 889-1947
•

C-Stores: General Manager Rebecca Danielczak
Stone Lake C-Store 715 478-4199

Stone Lake C-Store Kitchen 715 478-4186
Carter C-Store 715 473-5100

•
Emergency Management: Manager Bobbie Irocky – 715-478-4428

•
Employee Health: Chandas Bissonette – 715-478-4183

•
Enrollment: Manager Calli Victor – 715 478-7253 or e-mail 

at ENROLLMENT@FCPotawatomi-nsn.gov
•

Insurance: Director Natalyn Gardner – 715 478-7448 
•

Traveling Times: Managing Editor Winda Collins – 715 478-7436 
(please leave a message) or email at times@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov

•
Tribal Security: Director Sam Alloway – 715 478-7229 office, 

or 715 889-0077 and/or 715 889-0078 for patrol

...continued from pg. 2
For those who do not have symptoms, 

such as asymptomatic carriers or people 
early in the course of their disease, the 
false negative rate rises to 60 percent. 
Under those circumstances, a PCR test, 

which detects small amounts of viral 
genetic material, is far more sensitive. 
They require samples to be sent out to a 
reference lab.  They can take from 2-12 
hours to complete, and when you add in 
transportation time, it means results may 

be delayed for several days.  
Given the limitations of the rapid 

antigen test it means that our testing 
probably underestimates the prevalence 
of the corona virus within our communi-
ty and reinforces the need to continue the 
basic public health measures of masking, 
social distancing, avoiding large groups 

and hand hygiene to limit transmission. 
If you have COVID symptoms, please 

contact the HWC and you will receive 
a same-day or next-day appointment for 
testing.

Facebook Live Session Recap cont.



6 | Potawatomi Traveling Times • February 1, 2021 Departments

FCP COMMUNITY CENTERFCP COMMUNITY CENTER

SURVEYSURVEY
Please take a few moments to answer a few questions and  

share the types of programs, events, and activities that you and your family 
would like to see in the Community Center. 

Follow this link to complete the survey:  
members.fcpotawatomi.com/community-center-survey

Or, complete 
the survey on 
your phone by 
taking a picture 
of the following 
QR code:
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Potawatomi Business Development Corporation   |   3215 W State Street, Suite 300, Milwaukee, WI 53208   |   414.290.9490   |   potawatomibdc.com

PBDC Acquires 
NATIVE ROOTS HEMP

Get to know Potawatomi Business Development Corporation's newest acquisition, 
Native Roots Hemp!

Why did PBDC enter the 
hemp market?

During 2019 the FCP Executive 
Council directed PBDC to 
evaluate the Hemp market 
and make a recommendation 
for how FCP could invest 
in this industry. PBDC 
Management and the PBDC 
Board of Directors spent a 
number of months evaluating the overall Hemp Market with the goal of identifying 
opportunities and the steps involved to the first investment. Based on the research, 
the PBDC Board of Directors and Management recommended to the FCP Executive 
Council that the initial entry in the Hemp Market would be for the CBD segment of 
the market. Once that recommendation was made, PBDC researched approximately 
25 companies that could meet the investment goal and Native Roots Hemp was 
the leader for the investment. In late August 2020, PBDC completed its search and 
selected Native Roots Hemp as our first investment and partnership.

How was the company started?

After suffering for decades with the after 
effects of the medications and pain of 
ulcerative colitis, Stacy Deprey Purper found 
a special kind of hemp plant - the one that 
doesn’t get you high and touts medicinal 
benefits over thousands of years by natural 
health specialists. After living with daily pain, 
and trying every medication and natural 
product, she was ready to try just about any 

alternative healing to improve her quality of life. She found hemp. Today, Stacy lives 
pain free and lives what she feels is a healthier life through hemp. She immediately 
knew she wanted to share this amazing plant with everyone she could and decided 
to launch in Algoma, WI, her hometown.  

How did it grow?

At first, Native Roots Hemp gave away hemp & 
cbd samples and asked people to survey the 
product and report back in one week’s time. 
The team also made sure to follow up with 
each customer by phone, ensuring customer 
satisfaction and effectiveness of the products. 
Before long, the products boasted an 80+% 
repeat order rate. At that time, the company knew it needed to control the life-cycle 
of the product to keep costs down and quality high; thus, the Native Roots extraction 
division was born, to help small, local, farmers who were finding it difficult to find 
processors. Through controlling the life-cycle of the product as well as  the quality 
of the plant materials used, Native Roots Hemp was well on its way to becoming 
vertically integrated. That started in 2018 and launched the company’s guarantee: 
Highest quality, lowest prices. 

What are some of the other uses for hemp?

On an annual basis, one acre of hemp will produce as much fiber as 2 to 3 acres of 
cotton, is stronger and softer than cotton, lasts twice as long as cotton, and will not 
mildew. One acre of hemp also produces as much paper as 2-4 acres of trees. Not 
only is the hemp plant full of dozens of phytonutrients our body needs to balance 
our internal system, but the possibilities are endless when it comes to using the 
leftover hemp stalk and biomass as a renewable resource for things like: eyeglass 
frames, toothbrush holders, clothing, replacing cardboard boxes with hemp boxes, 
using spent biomass for bedding or pelletizing it for use in replacing wood for fire. 
The possibilities truly are endless. Every single part of the hemp plant can be used 
from root to flower. 

Who are our customers?

It is a scientific fact that humans need phytocannabinoids (phyto-can-NAH-bi-noyds) 
from plants to fill our body’s receptors and to live in a state of balance. In essence, 
the world is our customer. However, most of our users tell us they seek out hemp 
when they are experiencing an imbalance of that system such as pain, inflammation, 
anxiety and sleep disorders. 75% of our customer base is over 
the age of 55. The remaining customers break down into 
blue-collar workers of all ages who have reported aches and 
pains and people who suffer from anxiety (20-40 years old).

Our products and people.

Today, our 
products are sold 
online, in our two 
flagship locations 
in Luxemburg and 
De Pere, WI, as well 
as several other 
wholesale accounts such as chiropractic 
clinics, pain clinics and retail locations. 
These markets are quickly expanding with 
PBDC resources.

In the fall of 2020, Native Roots Hemp moved from its original location in Algoma to 
De Pere, WI in order to set the stage for retail growth. The new De Pere location has 
already proven to be the perfect home to continue to expand the operations.

The leading products include original tinctures, gummies, relief balms and creams. 
With the new location in De Pere that opened November 2, 2021, the team 
introduced a line of 11 hemp teas, which have grown quickly in popularity as well 
as our line of skincare products and raw, 
Wisconsin-grown hemp flower.

The team at Native Roots Hemp consists of 
a certified herbalist, a scientist, a wholesale 
account executive, and its founder. The 

company is actively looking for a 
Marketing Manager to continue the 
expansion of online sales and has also 
added a part-time retail associate who 
works with customers on a day-to-day 
basis in De Pere, WI.

As a vertically integrated hemp company that Deprey-Purper likes to call a 
“Hempany” Native Roots Hemp is poised for rapid expansion. “We are just touching 
the surface of the renewable and health benefits of this amazing plant. As healthcare 
also continues to evolve, and more people are searching out natural ways to heal the 
body, I see hemp on the forefront of that movement.”

To learn more about Native Roots Hemp, please contact Stacy@NativeRootsHemp.
com, or check out our products and online chat at NativeRootsHemp.com or call us 
at 920-487-8288.

Any statements made are not meant as health claims. No statement regarding hemp has been 
evaluated by the FDA.
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