
POTAWATOMI TRAVELING TIMES
www.fcpotawatomi.com • times@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov • (715) 478-7437 • FREE

®

Volume 25, Issue 5 • wzawbegya gizes Leaves Turning Yellow Moon • September 1, 2019

PR
SR

T
 S

T
D

U
S 

PO
ST

A
G

E

PA
ID

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 3
17

FO
N

D
 D

U
 L

A
C

, W
I

by Val Niehaus
The 26th Annual Forest County 

Potawatomi (FCP) Meno Keno Ma Ge 
Wen Powwow was held the weekend of 
Aug. 16-18, 2019. An extra day was add-
ed this year to make this powwow even 
more energetic and inclusive! It kicked 
off on Friday night with grand entry at 
7 p.m. and went into Sunday evening 

with the entire weekend being very well 
attended. 

In addition to adding an extra day, 
there were a few other new additions this 
year, one being the decision by the pow-
wow committee to add a World Champi-
onship Woodland Special for adult men 
and women, as well as a junior category. 
THIS was phenomenal, and it was a 
privilege to have so many of the wood-
land dancers in the powwow circuit come 
to Carter, Wis., for this special event! It 
was great to see the old traditional dances 
and the beautiful regalia that Indigenous 
people wore right here thousands of years 
ago. Many ancestors would be proud to 
see this still happening today!

Another addition that the committee 
decided on this year was to have a Brave 
come in to represent the FCP tribe for 
this specific powwow. There has always 
been a Jr. and Sr. Princess, but this year, a 
Brave was also part of the royalty. 

New royalty for Meno Keno Ma Ge 
Wen was awarded to: Senior Princess 
Symone Pemma, Junior Princess Precious 
VanZile and Brave Ryker Schingeck. 
Congratulations to you three and have a 
great year representing the FCP tribe! 

Emcee for this year’s event was Casey-
mac Wallahee who, along with co-emcee 
Nicholas Hanson, did an amazing job. 
With their fast-action commentary as 
well as some pretty hilarious jokes and 
ideas that they threw into their dialog, 

they were quite entertaining throughout 
the entire weekend. 

As always, Lil Man Quintero did the 
job he was born to do as arena director: 
He kept things in order in the dance 
circle. The dancers were informed and 
in line along with scurrying off the little 
ones if they happened to get in the way 
during a competition song. He really does 
an amazing job all around and is always 
moving non-stop. 

Host drums this year were local 
boys, Fire Nation, along with Bad River 
Singers. Invited drums were Young Bear 
and Iron Boy. Wow! These drums carried 
a great beat all weekend long and had 
everyone tapping their feet at some point. 
Needless to say, it was definitely a jam-
min’ weekend in the books this year! 

Not only were these drums present, 
but the powwow committee hosted a 
singing contest, so whatever drums want-
ed to join in on competing for this big 
prize money could do so. Other drums 
included Smokeytown, Second Island, 
Tomahawk Circle, Little Priest, Ho 
Chunk Station, Walking Bear, Southern 
Boyz and Menominee Travelers. Winners 
of the singing contest for the weekend 
ended up being: 1st place, Iron Boy; 2nd 
place, Southern Boyz; 3rd place, Smokey-
town; 4th place, Tomahawk Circle; and 
5th place, Ho Chunk Station. 

The committee also hosted a Men’s 
and Women’s fancy dance special, and a 

lot of great dancers walked away with a 
bit of those winnings. (Names not avail-
able at time of print.) And in honor of 
a special lady from the FCP tribe, the 
Pemma family hosted the Pemma Family 
Grass Dance Special in remembrance and 
honor of their mother, Bertha Pemma, 
who always loved to watch the grass 
dancers at any powwow. 

Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen Jr. Princess 
2018-19 Niya Frank hosted her own 
special for being the outgoing princess 
this year – thanking all of her supporters 
and the tribe for the past year. When 
Potawatomi Traveling Times (PTT) talked 
with her about giving up her crown, 
she was pretty sad about her reign being 
done. But she was very thankful for the 
past year and has plans to keep compet-
ing when she is able. Congratulations to 
Niya for doing a great job representing 
your tribe this past year. You did an 
amazing job!

Overall, this year’s powwow was very 
successful. There were some amazing 
vendors on site for those who were in 
the shopping mood. It was a very busy, 
colorful, energetic and happy place to be 
all weekend long!  

cont. on pgs. 5 and 6...

Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen Royalty (l-r): Senior Princess Symone Pemma, Brave Ryker Schingeck and Junior Princess Precious VanZile

26th Annual Meno Keno Ma Ge Wen
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Potawatomi Traveling Times (PTT) is a twice-monthly publication of the Forest County Potawatomi Nation. 
Editorials and articles appearing in the PTT are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion or attitude of the PTT staff or the FCP Nation. PTT encourages the submission of Letters to the 
Editor. All letters must include the signature, address and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject 
to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content. The PTT reserves the right to reject any 
advertising, materials or letters submitted for publication. The submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos 
is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is published in the PTT and will not assume any 
responsibility for unsolicited material nor will the PTT guarantee publication upon submission. PTT will not 
guarantee publication of materials submitted past deadlines posted in the PTT. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced without the written consent of the Editor.

Deadline for the September 15, 2019 issue of the

Traveling Times is Wednesday, September 4, 2019.

Message From FCP Veterans Post 1
Meetings take place on the first Monday of the month at 5 

p.m. We consider it an honor and a privilege to be of service 
to the Potawatomi community. Membership in FCP Veterans 

Post 1 is open to all veterans and spouses of Potawatomi 
tribal members. Please join us!

Monday, 9/2
Holiday

Tuesday, 9/3
BBQ Chicken, Glazed Carrots, 

Side Salad, Dinner Roll, 
Chocolate Chip Cookie, Pears

Wednesday, 9/4
Crispitos w/Salsa & Sour Cream, 

Corn, Spanish Rice, 
Mixed Berry Parfait

Thursday, 9/5
Lemon Pepper Cod, Baked Potato, 

Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, 
Rye Bread, Orange

Friday, 9/6
Chicken & Wild rice Casserole, 

Broccoli & Dip, V-8® Juice, Pears

Monday, 9/9
Tuna Casserole w/Peas & Cheese, 
Tomato-Cucumber Salad, Cheese 

Stick, Grapes

Tuesday, 9/10
Pork Roast, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Asparagus, Dinner Roll, 

Applesauce, Yogurt 

Wednesday, 9/11
Italian Pasta Bake, Garlic Bread, 

Tossed Salad, Green Beans, 
Cottage Cheese, Strawberry 

Rhubarb Pie

Thursday, 9/12
Creamed Turkey w/Corn & Peas 
over Biscuit, Cranberry Sauce, 

Peaches

Friday, 9/13
Ham & Cheese Sandwich on Whole 
Wheat w/Lettuce, Tomato & Cheese, 

Pork & Beans, Kiwi

Monday, 9/16
Grilled Chicken Breast over 

Alfredo Noodles, Broccoli, Carrots, 
Breadstick, Cantaloupe

Tuesday, 9/17
Meatloaf, Baked Potato, Country 

Blend Vegetables, Bread & Butter, 
Mixed Berries

Wednesday, 9/18
Pizza Burger, Peas, Bean Dip 

w/Crackers, Banana, 
Chocolate Poke Cake 

Thursday, 9/19
Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes & 

Gravy, Carrot & Celery Sticks w/Dip, 
Brussels Sprouts, Dinner Roll, 

Jello® w/Fruit

Friday, 9/20
Cheesy Broccoli Soup, Roast 

Beef Sandwich, Cucumber Slices, 
Mandarin Oranges, Nutri-Grain® Bar

Monday, 9/23
Meatball Sub Sandwich w/Cheese, 

Broccoli, Green Beans, 
Pineapple Lime Fluff

Tuesday, 9/24
Pork & Gravy over Rice, Spinach, 

Wax Beans, Egg Roll, Tropical Fruit

Wednesday, 9/25
Polish Sausage & Sauerkraut 

Casserole, Mashed Potatoes, Bread 
& Butter, Beets, Strawberries

Thursday, 9/26
Baked Cod, Calico Beans, Coleslaw, 

Rye Bread, Banana Pudding, 
Fruit Cocktail

Friday, 9/27
Turkey Sandwich w/Lettuce, Tomato 

& Cheese, Potato Salad, Grapes

Monday, 9/30
Sloppy Joe, Cauliflower, Peas, 

Nutri-Grain® Bar, Apple

*Menus are 
subject to change*

Elder Menus - September 2019
9-1   Robert Daniels Sr.
9-2   Marie Gilligan
9-2   Jean Guinn
9-2   Tyrone Victor
9-3   Tina Oelrich
9-4   Michelle Shepard
9-5   Philip Shopodock
9-5   Charles Vigue
9-8   John Alloway
9-10 Sidney S. Daniels Sr.

9-11  Edward Schick
9-11  Michael Gibbons
9-13  August Tribbett
9-14  Cindy Miller
9-14  Gerald Schingeck
9-16  David Shepard
9-19  Wade DeVerney
9-24  Douglas MacKenzie
9-24  Donna Gale
9-26  Robert Petonquot

Happy September Birthday to These Elders!

Services

Premium

GRAPHIC DESIGN
YOUR FIRST DESIGN FEEWHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD

10 % OFF

100 N. Prospect Avenue • P.O. Box 340
Crandon, WI 54520
715-478-7437
times@FCPotawatomi-nsn.gov 
www.FCPotawatomi.com
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Blessing Takes Place at Elderly 
Complex
by Val Niehaus

A blessing took place on Aug. 6, 
2019, at the Caring Place facility to start 
the expansion of a new addition.  

The day started off with an hon-
or song by Fire Nation and the Forest 
County Potawatomi (FCP) Veterans Post 
I carrying in the flags and staff. 

FCP Chairman Ned Daniels Jr. then 
spoke his welcome and said, “This is part 
of a bigger plan. We are doing this to take 
care of today’s needs, and the future will 
hold plans for a bigger and better com-
plex for our elders. My Council and I are 
all for that. We have been to other elderly 
complexes and they are beautiful and we 
want to bring that here. This is just what 
we need to do today to expand the needs 
right now, but there are other plans in the 
future. I appreciate all the people who 
have been working on this, and I want 
to thank all of our elders for making the 
way for all of us to be here today. We are 
really thankful for that!” 

Chairman then moved on to welcome 
a new employee, Elder Care and Special 
Needs Services Director Elena Cox, who 
was actually just hired the day before this 
blessing. Welcome Elena! 

After the introduction of the newest 
member of the elderly complex, Daniels 
then moved onto introducing his uncle 
and well-respected elder of the communi-
ty, Billy Daniels Jr., who was given sema 
to say the prayer for the blessing on this 
new development. 

The day wrapped up with a turkey 
dinner made by the Caring Place kitchen. 
The elders and those in attendance sat 
down for some good conversation and 
food. 

The expansion will include six ad-
ditional resident beds and three skilled 
nursing beds. The official groundbreak-
ing for this will start this fall. Expected 
completion should be Spring of 2020. 

FCP Chairman Ned Daniels Jr. 

Fire Nation with FCP Veterans Post I in background

Newly-hired Elena Cox (front)

Karita M. Shegonee
“Ndanes” “Daughter”

Karita M. Shegonee “Ndanes” “Daughter”, 69 of 
Milwaukee, passed away Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2019, at her 
home. Karita was born March 1, 1950, in Hayward, Wis., 
the daughter of Archie J. Biddell and Marvis J. Shegonee.   

Surviving Karita are her daughters: Tina Labarge, 
Milwaukee; Teresa Labarge, Illinois; and Trilisa Labarge, 
Milwaukee; three grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; sisters: Sylvia Pemma, 
Carter; Astacia Delgado, Milwaukee; brothers: Hartford Shegonee, Stone Lake; 
Bruce Shepard, Wabeno; Leo Beildeau Jr., Siren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; son: Phillip LaBarge; sister: Agnes 
“Cookie” Shegonee; brothers: Dennis Shepard; Jerome “J.C.” Biddell; Fredrick 
“Bambi” Biddell; Frankie Jack Jr. 

Visitation was held Aug. 22; Native American services were held Aug. 23, both 
at the Potawatomi Cultural Center in Crandon with Thunder officiating. Burial 
followed at the Potawatomi Tribal Cemetery in Blackwell. 

Weber-Hill Funeral Home assisted the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com. 

Lance Tahwa

Lance M. Tahwa, 35, of Crandon, Wis.,  passed away 
Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019, in Racine, Wis. Lance was born 
Sept. 3, 1983, in Rhinelander, Wis., the son of Christian 
Soman and April McGeshick.   

Surviving are his father: Christian Soman; mother: 
April McGeshick; sister: Ashley (Johnny) McGeshick; 
brothers: Lucas Soman, Noel VanDiver and Robert Mc-
Geshick Jr., all of Crandon.  

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, brothers: Cole Steel Soman, 
George Alloway Jr. 

Visitation was held Aug. 19, and service was held Aug. 20, both at the Mole 
Lake Cultural Center with Billy Daniels officiating. Burial took place at Mole Lake 
Tribal Cemetery. 

Weber-Hill Funeral Home assisted the family with arrangements. Online condo-
lences for the family may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com. 
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Aboriginal Comedian Performs for Forest County 
Potawatomi Community
by Winda Collins

At 3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 15, 
2019, a special performance took place 
in the auditorium of the Forest County 
Potawatomi (FCP) Executive Building. 
It was free, open to FCP tribal members, 
employees, and the general public, and 
was a delightfully funny way to end the 
work week. The performance, sponsored 
by Native American Tourism of Wiscon-
sin, featured none other than comedian 
Don Burnstick. Before he took the stage, 
fellow Canadian comedian Nelson Mayer 
regaled the small but enthusiastic crowd 
with his own humorous schtick before 
introducing the main act.

Being a member of a First Nation 
in Canada, Burnstick’s sense of humor 
directly correlates to his experiences as 
an aboriginal man. The audience was 
warned that the humor was adult in 
content, but even though it came close 
a time or two, it never crossed the line 
into vulgarity. There was much jabbing 
at other Wisconsin tribes, and a few jabs 
pointed at the Chairman and Council – 
all of it in good fun. And while much of 
the joking was Native-based, Burnstick’s 
brand of humor was relatable to all in 
attendance.  

Towards the end of his time on stage, 
Burnstick turned to serious matters: 
Being sober for 34 years. Giving perfor-
mances in alcohol-free venues. Using hu-
mor to help heal - and without swearing. 
Disappearing women and children from 
the reservations. Needing to find balance 
through prayer, sharing, laughter and 
tears.

Yes, Burnstick is funny. He is also in-
spiring and genuine. He was given a gift 

by the Creator and chooses to use that 
gift to help others heal. It just doesn’t get 
any better than that!

Burnstick also gave a late-night 
performance on Saturday, Aug. 17, at 
Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel. PTT 
hopes that performance touched others 
as well. 

About Don Burnstick - Don Burn-
stick is a Cree from the Alexander First 
Nation located outside of Edmonton, Alber-
ta, Canada. The youngest of 15 children, 
coupled with the fact of growing up on the 
reserve, taught Don a variety of means of 
defending himself, not the least of which 
became his use of humor.

Don’s young life was very violent. "I 
lived on the streets of Edmonton as an 
alcoholic and drug addict. In 1985, when 
I sobered up at 21, there were not too many 
21-year-old males that were alcohol- and 
drug-free, so I just started asking to go and 
tell my story."

Burnstick obtained post-secondary 
training at the University of San Diego in 
holistic urban youth development. He also 
has obtained certification as an Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Counselor and graduated from 
the Native Trainers Development program 
at the Nechi Institute in Edmonton.

Don has now been involved within the 
healing/personal wellness movement for the 
past 20 years and has utilized humor and 
performance to provide a holistic approach 
to healing. His message speaks to a proud 
heritage, the importance of healing through 
humor, and his continuing desire to leave 
a better world for our future generations. 
Don wrote and individually performs the 
play, "I Am Alcohol - Healing the Wounded 

Warrior". In this play, without preaching 
or moralizing, Don presents a gripping 
dramatization of the addictive power of 
alcohol and drugs, and the connections to 
other destructive forces that have plagued 
the Aboriginal community.

In addition to his healing work, Don 
has established himself as one of Canada’s 
best comedian of all times. His high-
ly-acclaimed comedy show, "You Might 
be a Redskin - Healing Through Native 
Humor", is a comedic performance that 
humorously portrays First Nations people, 
their habits, likes and dislikes.

Courtesy www.donburnstick.com

top photo: Don Burnstick
bottom photo (l-r): FCP Council Member Nickolas Shepard Jr., Don Burn-
stick, FCP Chairman Ned Daniels Jr., FCP Council Member Brooks Boyd

FCP Elder Honored at 2019 Gathering
submitted by Harmony Rice-Redsky, Wasauksing First Nation

On Tuesday, July 30, 2019, FCP elder 
Jim Thunder was recognized for his con-
tributions and dedication to preservation 
of the Bodwewaadmii language at the 
Potawatomi Gathering Language & His-
tory Conference when he was presented 
the newly-created Jim Thunder Language 
Preservation Award. 

It is the hope of Wasauksing’s 
Potawatomi Gathering working group, 
that an award in Thunder’s honor will be 
presented to one of the language warriors 
for their work at the conference each year.

Please join us in celebrating Thunder’s 
amazing contributions to strengthening 
the Bodwewaadmii nation!

Miigwech,
Harmony Rice-Redsky
Wasauksing First Nation
Jim Thunder Bio: Bemwetek 
James Thunder, elder, U.S. Army 

veteran and former Tribal Chairman is 
well-known for his dedication to the 
Potawatomi Language. 

Bodwewadmimwen is one of his 
greatest strengths and many will forever 
be indebted to him and others currently 
working with language efforts. 

Thunder is part of a core group of 
remaining speakers from the Forest 
County area in Wisconsin who learned 
Potawatomi as a first language, and today 
has made a commitment to teaching and 
sharing this knowledge to and for the 
People. 

Some of his notable works and con-
tributions are: “The Old Potawatomi 
Language” (Books I-III); “Medicines 
of the Potawatomi”; “Gte ga nes” (an 
interactive language learning CD-ROM); 
“The Old Blind Couple” (DVD); “Real 
Stories: Potawatomi Oral History”; 

“Potawatomi Dictionary”; and numerous 
other unpublished materials including 
current projects. 

 Comparably impressive to Thunder’s 
language commitment is his dedication 
to family and service to his community.

photo 
by Mike 
Alloway
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Meno Keno
...continued from pg. 1

Chi Migwetth to the Fox sisters 
who prepared the meal each night for 
everyone. Thanks to the Bodwéwadmi 
Ktëgan for supplying the meat to use 
as well. Gratitude is extended to the 
powwow committee staff, FCP staff and 
the helpers who kept things cleaned up 
and organized. Things would never go 
as smoothly without you all. Migwetth 
to Ruth Pemma for making the royalty 
crowns and to Michelle Reed for making 

the royalty sashes – all were beautifully 
done! Oh, and thanks to the FCP tribe 
for installing the new set of stairs con-
necting the upper parking/camping area 
to the grounds. PTT heard many nice 
remarks about this added feature and 
many felt much safer with them there! 
It was a great weekend for a great event 
and all look forward to what 2020 will 
bring... as heard through the grapevine, it 
will be even better! 

Men's Woodland World Champion: Noodin Niimebin Shawanda 
2nd: Maheengun Shawanda, 3rd: Miisheen-Meegwun Shawanda, 

4th: Ken Funmaker Jr. 
*Order of names in photo captions may not be correct. 

*JR GIRL WOODLAND photo and names not available at time of print.
*Photos on pg.  6 all submitted by Powwow Committee

Women's  Woodland World Champion: Jamie Awonohopay
2nd: Kayree Funmaker, 3rd: Ashley Rave, 4th: Becky Miller

Teen Boy Woodland World Champion: Francis Delabreau
2nd: Bondese Frank, 3rd: Nigonaquet TwoThunders, 4th: Gene Yellowbird

Singing Contest Winner: Iron Boy

Teen Girl Woodland  World Champion: Elicia Leonard
2nd: Elizah Leonard, 3rd: not available, 4th: Symone Pemma

Jr. Boy Woodland World Champion: Kenew Awonohopay
2nd: Elliot Penass (not available for photo), 3rd: Geegwas Warrington,

4th: Devin Conner

Contact us at  
(715) 478-7437  

or times@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov  
for more information.

that the Traveling Times pays a 
freelance fee to FCP tribal members 
when they submit artwork, articles, 
stories, photos, etc. for inclusion 
in the newspaper? We’re always 
looking for interesting items to 
share with our readership. 

D I D  Y O U

KNOW
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Brock Gougé makes his first round in dancing with relatives and friends - 
a very proud moment for his parents and everyone. 

Shyla Milham-Queen 
getting some dancing in. 

Bondese Frank... mid air! Royal Pemma... jammin' Penelope Peters... It's always 
fun to watch her dance!

Nem Ki Kwe Daniels got that 
lucky number this weekend!

A bit of color... and thanks for the smile, Niya! 

Daughter and mom 
enjoy some time together.

Jayden Tuckwab tries out the new 
set of stairs at the grounds. 

Donna VanZile always looks so regal!
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PCCH Announces New Graduate 
from Tribal Internship Program
submitted by Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel

On April 3, 2019, FCP tribal member 
Alexandria McCorkle entered the Tribal 
Internship Program at Potawatomi Carter 
Casino Hotel. Throughout her three-
month journey as an intern, she spent 
time observing and working with each of 
the departments at PCCH, learning how 
the department operated and worked in 
conjunction with the others.

From the beginning of the program, 
McCorkle expressed interest in marketing 
and human resources. For her to get the 
most out of the program, the internship 
was extended so that she could spend 
more time in both of those areas. She 
completed the program July 19, 2019, 
but not without accepting a position as 
a Promotions Coordinator in PCCH’s 
Marketing Department.  

This is what McCorkle had to say 
about her experience: 

“When I first started this internship, 
three months seemed like such a long 
time. In all honestly, I was nervous. I 
didn’t know what to expect. The experi-
ence went by faster than I expected.

“My last week was bittersweet. I was 
sad it was ending, but proud of myself 
for completing the internship. It was very 
rewarding in many aspects, and learning 
about the casino and hotel was beyond 
interesting. I didn’t realize the things that 
go on behind the scenes to keep PCCH 
in tip-top shape for daily operations. 
With what I learned, I have a new level of 
respect for the team members and think 
they do a phenomenal job.

“While speaking with team mem-
bers, I was fascinated to find they love 
their jobs at PCCH. Many of them have 
been here since the beginning of PCCH. 

It was fun listening to their stories as 
they shared memories and changes that 
have taken place over the years to make 
PCCH a successful operation.

“Overall, I am pleased with the intern-
ship here at PCCH and the knowledge 
that was shared with me. I am excited to 
announce I have accepted a position at 
PCCH within the Marketing Depart-
ment as a Promotions Coordinator.

“I highly recommend taking part 
in the Internship program. You never 
know… it may spark an interest for your 
studies or if you are looking for a change. 
There are many possibilities here and you 
will not be disappointed.”

PCCH welcomes McCorkle to our 
team and wish her the very best of luck in 
her new position!

PCCH is looking for interested tribal 
members to take part in our Internship 
Program. For more information, please 
contact Cindy Flannery at (715) 473-
6863 or visit us at cartercasino.com. 

Choices Program: 
Joe Chaney
Compliance: 
Crystal Deschinny, Michelle Koester
Community Health: 
Melanie Tatge, Jordyn Fink 
C-Store (Carter): 
Becky Danielczak, Tina McGeshick
C-Store (Stone Lake): 
Kim KasaKaitas
Education Day Camp: 
Brittany LaMere
Education Life Skills Course: 
Myra VanZile
Education Gte Ga Nes Preschool: 
Tricia Stefonek
Emergency Management: 
Bobbie Irocky
Family Services: 
Abby Lukowski, Amanda Leonard
Farm: 
David Cronauer 
Farm Marketing: 
Cassidy Neilitz
FILM: 
David Herkert
Food Program:
Brian Tupper, Jacob Wojcik

Forestry:
Kevin Makuck, Jimmy Gumm
Health & Wellness Center:
Juliana Engel, Rita Littleton
Human Resources: 
Tom Rucinski, Missi Rosio
Language: 
Donald Keeble
IT: 
Sarah Adler, Eric Byers
Maintenance: 
Amy Collins, Kay Mattern
Museum Maintenance: 
Keith Gade
Natural Resources: 
Frank Shepard, Jenni Mabrier,       
Celeste Schuppler
Recreation: 
Brian Tupper
Rising Sun Daycare: 
Una Ross
Security: 
Sam Alloway
Transitional Housing: 
Justin Shawano, Jacob Struble
Youth Prevention: 
Jordan Keeble, Officer Josh 
Collette

SYE Supervisor Thank You  
8/13/2019

Many may have noticed the increase of students around FCP departments 
each summer; this is part of the Summer Youth Employment Program through 
the Education Department. The program mission is to enhance the future of our 
youth by providing an opportunity for career enrichment. This would not be pos-
sible without the dedication of our FCP Executive Council, division administra-
tors, and department supervisors. That being said, we would like to thank all the 
individuals who took the time with students again this summer to give them an 
educational work experience. We hope to continue to build this program for our 
youth to prepare them for future occupational success!

Big thanks to our SYE supervisors:

Thank you to all the Forest County Potawatomi Community and staff who 
contributed to another successful Summer Youth Employment. We appreciate 
you all and look forward to working with you more in the future!

Sincerely,
Occupational Leadership Development Staff
FCP Education Department

War Club-Making Class Held
by Val Niehaus

A war club-making class was held 
under the teachings of Forest County 
Potawatomi (FCP) tribal member Sam 
Alloway at the FCP Cultural Center, 
Library & Museum, July 23-25, 2019. 
Potawatomi Traveling Times (PTT) was 
able to sit in on the class a couple hours 
each day to watch the process of making 
these war clubs. 

The class was open to FCP commu-
nity members, which in one day totaled 
about 20 people including youth to 
elders.  

Materials needed in making these 
clubs were a wood handle, flat oval stones 
(collected from Door County), rawhide 
and deerskin. Tools needed were saws, 
wood files, sandpaper and a good sharp 
knife to shape the wooden handle just the 
way each person wanted it. As Alloway 
said, “You can make this really fancy and 

smooth, or you can go right into the 
woods and pick out a handle that would 
be more natural or rustic. It’s up to you 
and how you want it to look.” 

The young men in the class really 
took off on making their own clubs. A 
handful of them completed their own 
within the time frame and were pretty 
proud of what they finished. 

It was a great cultural tool to make 
because it does take some time. Having 
people come together for a few days in a 
row really brought that sense of belong-
ing, learning history, and enjoying one 
another’s company. 

Alloway is hoping to hold many 
cultural classes like this one, or maybe a 
hand-drum class. Keep your eyes open 
this winter for more information! You 
can find information in PTT, on FCP’s 
Facebook page or website. 

Benny Peters hard at work getting 
his war club started. 

Carol Daniels and Hazel George 
enjoyed meeting up each day to 

work on their own clubs.
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OUR MARKETPLACE IS FOR  
FCP TRIBAL MEMBERS 
TO ADVERTISE ITEMS FOR SALE

when advertising in Potawatomi  
Traveling Times' Marketplace

Classified Rates (text only) 
25 Words or Less: $5.00
30-40 Words: $7.50
50 Words: $10.00

Display Rates  
(includes photo)
Quarter Page: $130
Eighth Page: $95

715.478.7437 /  times@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov

BRIGHT IDEAS HAPPEN

The 2nd annual Cultural Exchange 
Program took place Aug. 12-16, 2019. 
The program is run by the Korean group, 
First Nations Missions Fellowship. This 
organization promotes native culture and 
encourages native youth. For this event, 
50 people shared music, dance, food, 
storytelling, games, sports, and Tae Kwon 
Do. And in return, the organization 
hopes to learn about Potawatomi culture.

Some of the activities the youth were 
able to experience were: tour of the FCP 
Museum, a buffet-style dinner of tradi-
tional Korean and Potawatomi food and 
featured Fire Nation. There was also a 

beach day at Lake Metonga with a pro-
vided lunch.

The pictures seen here are of the tour 
of Bodwéwadmi Ktëgan. There was time 
spent with the chickens, learning about 
bees and honey, a look inside the hoop 
houses, and berry picking.

Other events took place at the Recre-
ation Center and Stone Lake Commu-
nity Baseball Field. There was no cost to 
attend, and it was open to FCP Commu-
nity members and employees.

More photos and an expanded article 
should appear in the Sept. 15 issue.

2nd Annual Cultural Exchange  Held
submitted by FCP Culture
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SUICIDE 
PREVENTION 
AWARENESS MONTH

8201 Mish ko swen Drive, Crandon, WI 
www.FCPotawatomi.com 

Mon. - Fri. | 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Open to the Public

®

Each year, more than 41,000
individuals die by suicide, leaving behind 
their friends and family members to 
navigate the tragedy of loss. If you or 
someone you know needs immediate 
help: Call 911, the National Suicide 
Prevention Hotline at 800-273-TALK (8255), 
the local Crisis Line at 888-299-1188,  
or text “HELP” to 741741. 

THERE IS HOPE AND YOU ARE NOT 
ALONE!
  
To schedule an appointment with a 
Mental Health professional at the  
FCP Health & Wellness Center, call: 
(715) 478-4332.

Honoring Health, 
Healing, and Tradition

September is 

Love
the Northwoods?

Go to

FCP.Jobs

COME WORK FOR US!



10 | Potawatomi Traveling Times • September 1, 2019



September 1, 2019 • Potawatomi Traveling Times | 11Calendar/Notices

S E RV I C E S  O F F E R E D
Tribal Employment Skill Program - 

available to adult tribal members who can be 
placed on a paid work experience opportunity 
in various tribal departments for up to six 
months. This allows tribal members to test 
drive different areas to find a good fit. The 
staff can assist with:

• Obtaining, reinstating, determining what 
is needed to obtain the driver’s license

• Work-related expenses
• Résumé development/résumé critiquing
• Mock interviews and tips
• Job-seeking skills/soft skills
• Employment guidance/advocacy
• Fidelity bonding available 
Work Study Program - for students that 

are in their senior year. Students can be on a 
work experience but must have good standings 
in all their school classes. We work with the 
FCP Education Department to set this up.  

Badgercare - a state/federally-funded 
program that provides health coverage for 
individuals living on the reservation or within 
Forest County, tribal children and affiliat-
ed-tribal members.    

Foodshare - a state/federally-funded 
program that provides an EBT food card to 
eligible individuals living on the reservation 
or individuals that have tribal children living 
in Forest County. The program has eligibility 
requirements that also considers shelter/hous-
ing expenses. 

Foodshare Employment & Training Pro-
gram (FSET) - individuals that are eligible for 
Foodshare would be eligible for this program 
which can assist with gas voucher, job training 
costs and other expenses relative to the goals 
that are set for securing employment. 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Fam-
ilies (TANF) - this work program is funded 
through the Administration for Children and 
Families with an income limit of 125 percent 
of federal poverty level for individuals living 
on the reservation or individuals living in 
Forest County that have FCP tribal children. 
Individuals get a cash payment each month 
providing that they completed their work 
activities each month.

General Assistance (GA) - this work pro-
gram is funded through the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and is available for federally-recognized 
tribal members living on the reservation. 
Eligible individuals will get a cash payment 
each month providing that they are complying 
with the work plan developed with their case 
worker. 

Native Employment Works (NEW) 
Program - this work program is funded 
through the Administration for Children and 
Families for individuals living on the reserva-
tion or within the service area. The paid work 
placement opportunity is for three months at 
24-35 hour per week and we have limited slots 
available based on funding. 

Resource Rooms - located at the old 
tribal hall and at the Family Services Building. 
Each area has computers that individuals can 
utilize to complete their resumé, type corre-
spondence, work on the self-paced Microsoft 
Computer Training Program, apply for jobs, or 
apply online for healthcare coverage programs.

FCP Economic Support staff is available 
to provide services. If you want more infor-
mation on any of these programs, please stop 
by the Family Services Building or call (715) 
478-4433.

N O T I C E S 

Diabetes Education Program - 
By appointment. Including blood glu-

cose monitoring, making healthy changes, 
psychosocial, complications, sick day and 
travel, planning for pregnancy, hypoglycemia, 
medications, diabetes in general, insulin and 
goal setting. Please call Anne Chrisman, RN, 
at (715) 478-4383, or Cathy Chitko at (715) 
478-4367.

Smoking Cessation Incentive Program -
Open to FCP tribal members and indi-

viduals eligible for Alternative Care Program. 
Services include: appointments with nurses 
and CHRs to determine a quit plan, kit filled 
with items that aid in the quitting process, 
educational materials and products, plus a 
reward upon completion of third smoking 
cessation appointment. 

To learn more about the program or to 
schedule an appointment, contact Sara Cleere-
man, R.N., at (715) 478-4889.

SPARKS Weight Mgmt. Program -
By appointment. S - Support; P - Program; 

A - Get Active, Stay Active; R - Reap the Re-
wards: feel better, be healthier; K - Know the 
basics of good nutrition; S - Stay focused on 
being healthy. Please call Lisa Miller, RD, CD, 
at (715) 478-4320.

Language Classes - 
Please call (715) 478-4173 with questions 

regarding times/locations of language classes.

CU LT U R E

H E A LT H

Do You Feel Like No One Understands 
You? You’re not alone! Let your voice be heard! 
Let someone share your pain! If you are think-
ing of committing suicide or know someone 
who is, please get help! Crisis Line: (888) 
299-1188 (Serving Forest, Vilas & Oneida 
counties: 24 hours a day/7 days a week); Kids 
in Need: (800) 622-9120; The Get-2-Gether 
Peer Support Drop-In Center: (715) 369-
3871; Run-Away Hotline: (800) 621-4000; 
(800) 273-TALK; TTY: (800) 799-4TTY or 
visit suicidehotlines.com.

• Wellbriety - 12-step meeting, Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m., FCP Museum lower level. Walk-
ing in a good way...a sober way. ALL ARE 
WELCOME! If you have any questions, call 
FCP Behavioral Health at (715) 478-4332 or 
Isaiah Phillips at (715) 889-4945.

• Kwe Kenomagewen - Women’s support, 
Wednesdays, 2 p.m. @ Old Tribal Hall. Call 
(715) 478-4332 with questions.

• Hour of Power - Big Book, NA Book 
or Wellbriety Book, Thursdays, 2 - 3 p.m. @ 
Old Tribal Hall. Call (715) 478-4332 with 
questions.

Family Resource Center
• Healthy Relationships Class: Mondays (9, 16, 23, 30) 1 - 3 p.m.
• Moral Reconation Therapy Class: Tuesdays (3, 10, 17, 24), 10 a.m. - noon
• Positive Indian Parenting Class (PIP): Thursdays (5, 12, 19, 26), 10:30 a.m. - noon
• Open registration Fatherhood is Sacred & Motherhood is Sacred parenting class: 12-week 
curriculum; two-hour duration, one-on-one sessions.
• Open registration Nurturing Fathers parenting class: 13-week curriculum; two-hour dura-
tion, one-on-one sessions.
• Stay tuned for updates on Play Shoppe!
Child care available; please RSVP if needed. Call (715) 478-4837 with questions about any 
programs.

CHOICES Program
• Youth 9 - 11: Mondays (9, 16, 23, 30) 
• Youth 12 - 17: Tuesdays (3, 10, 17, 24) 
• Youth 6 - 8: Wednesdays (4, 11, 18, 25)
Youth will be picked up from school starting at 3:30 p.m., and will be dropped off at home 
afterwards. Call (715) 478-4839 for more information.

SEPTEMBER EVENT CALENDAR

Community Health
9/2 - Labor Day: Closed
9/3 - Infant Nutrition (HWC: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
9/5 - Infant Nutrition / WIC (Carter We Care): 1 – 4:30 p.m.
9/10 - WIC (HWC): 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
9/12 - CHIP AODA Workgroup Meeting (HWC): 1 – 3 p.m.
9/18 - Diabetes Luncheon (HWC): noon – 1:30 p.m.
9/22 - Swine, Dine & Dash (Bodwéwadmi Ktëgan, Co H, Blackwell): 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Reg-
ister on the Community Health Page, in person, or via phone at (715) 478-4355. 
9/28 - Fall Hike (Three Eagle Trail, Three Lakes/Eagle River): Register in person at Commu-
nity Health or via phone at (715) 478-4355 by Sept. 13.

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday

7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

PLEASE NOTE:  
We accept Cash, Debit or 

Credit Cards Only. 

“DA WE WGE MEK”
(GIFT SHOP)Authentic Native American Gifts

 Cedar, Sage, Sweetgrass & Abalone Shells • Potawatomi Dictionary 
Locally-Harvested Wild Rice • Beads & Beading Supplies 
Men’s, Women’s, Youth, Baby & Toddler Clothing • CDs & DVDs 
Chief Joseph Pendleton Blankets • Handmade Soaps & Lotions 
Local Beadwork & Handmade Items • Leanin’ Tree Greeting Cards

8130 Mish ko swen Drive
Crandon, WI 54520
715-478-7470
www.FCPotawatomi.com
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Trump Administration Supports American Indian and Alaska Native 
Communities to End Violence and Illicit Drug Activity
submitted by Office of the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Officials 
from the White House and the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (DOI) held 
a Reclaiming our Native Communities 
Roundtable in Nome, Alaska, and a Public 
Safety Listening Session in Bethel, Alaska, 
this week to discuss ways to address public 
safety challenges in the region. The listen-
ing sessions are a part of a series of meet-
ings taking place with American Indian 
and Alaska Native community and tribal 
leaders across the country with the goal of 
implementing strategies that will end the 
violence and illicit activity disproportion-
ately affecting these populations.

In Nome, the Reclaiming our Native 
Communities Roundtable focused on the 
social ills that challenge Native communi-
ties including the use of illegal narcotics, 
prevalence of domestic violence, and cold 
cases involving missing and murdered 
American Indians and Alaska Natives. 
According to the DOJ Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, American Indians and Alaska 
Natives are two and a half times more like-
ly to experience violent crimes and at least 
two times more likely to experience rape or 
sexual assault crimes in comparison to all 
other ethnicities.

“President Trump has been a tireless 
proponent of ending crime, ensuring 
justice is served, and promoting safe and 
economically-strong rural communities, 
including Alaska Native communities,” 
said Kate MacGregor, DOI Deputy Chief 
of Staff exercising the authority of Deputy 
Secretary. “I appreciate Kawerak and the 
Association of Village Council Presidents 
for bringing so many strong voices togeth-
er to listen, learn, and discuss solutions 
that will make a difference not only in 
rural Alaskan communities but throughout 
our country.”

“Alaska Native people face some of the 
highest levels of violence. These roundta-
bles and listening sessions are critical to 
tailoring solutions to address this wave of 
violent crime and victimization in these 
communities,” said Assistant Secretary-In-
dian Affairs Tara Sweeney. “I look forward 
to working hand-in-hand with local, state 
and national leaders on crafting solutions 
to create a healthier environment for our 
families and communities.”

“All men, women, and children in our 
region deserve to be safe in our commu-
nities. Unfortunately, in our region and 
in other rural Alaska communities, the 
statistics show that women and children 
in our rural communities are victimized at 
much higher rates than the rest of our state 
and nation,” said Kawerak President Mel-
anie Bahnke. “Our communities deserve 
adequate public safety; today’s dialogue is 
a step in the right direction, and Kawerak, 
Inc., is especially grateful for Assistant Sec-
retary-Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney’s leader-
ship in pursuing justice for Alaska Native 

and American Indian communities.”
Of the 56 federally-recognized tribes 

that are a part of the Association of Village 
Council Presidents, more than 40 partici-
pated in the public safety listening session 
in Bethel, Alaska. The tribal representa-
tives who spoke highlighted the unique 
geographical and jurisdictional challenges 
that face their Native communities.

In June, Kate MacGregor, the Deputy 
Chief of Staff at DOI who is currently 
exercising the authority of the Deputy 
Secretary, and Assistant Secretary-Indian 
Affairs Tara Sweeney held the first meeting 
in a series of roundtable discussions on the 
Gila River Indian Reservation to hear from 
Alaska Natives, Indian Country, tribal 
leadership and other advocates on ways 
to effectively end the escalating cycle of 
violence in these communities.

“Crime doesn’t know boundaries, 
which is why we are working to engage 
and develop law enforcement strategies to 
ensure the safety of our most vulnerable 
populations,” said Charles Addington, Di-
rector of the Bureau of Indian Affairs-Of-
fice of Justice Services. “The Trump 
Administration is focused on hearing from 
local, state and national leaders to find a 
holistic approach to tackle the devastating 
challenges that have plagued our rural and 
Native communities.”

“The Trump Administration is com-
mitted to making American communities 
safer, including Native communities across 
the nation,” said Douglas Hoelscher, Dep-
uty Assistant to the President and Director 
of White House Intergovernmental Affairs. 
“These sessions allow us to listen and learn 
about the best use of resources, policies, 
and best practices to deliver measurable re-
sults that will improve communities across 
the nation while respecting local traditions 
and culture.”

“Since 2016 public safety has been the 
top priority for AVCP, but public safety 
has been lacking or missing in our villages 
for decades,” said Chief Executive Officer 
for the Association of Village Council 
Presidents. “This listening session brought 
to the forefront an opportunity to work 
together as tribes and tribal organizations 
with the federal government to find solu-
tions to the public safety crisis our tribes 
are facing. Thank you Assistant Secretary 
Sweeney, Alaska Congressional Delegation, 
and the White House, for prioritizing pub-
lic safety. I look forward to the changes I 
know will come by working together.”

“Tackling the issue of public safety, in-
cluding the epidemic of missing and mur-
dered indigenous women, has long-been 
among my top priorities in the Senate. 
However, to truly address this issue, it will 
take coordination at the federal, state, and 
local level. It must be an all-hands-on-deck 
effort,” said U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 
(R-AK). “These roundtable discussions led 

by the Department of Interior are an ex-
ample of words being turned into action. 
I am committed to continuing my efforts, 
alongside the administration, to combat 
the unacceptably high rates of domestic 
violence and public safety challenges we’re 
seeing across our state. Together, we can 
and will ensure safer, more secure commu-
nities in Alaska.”

“I want to thank the Department of the 
Interior and the White House for focusing 
on these issues, especially on the heels of 
the Attorney General’s visit and announce-
ments of law enforcement resources to our 
state and tribal entities,” said U.S. Senator 
Dan Sullivan (R-AK). “As Alaskans, we 
know too well the affliction of violent 
crimes, substance abuse, and missing and 
murdered Alaska Natives. Just last week, 
Assistant Secretary Sweeney and I saw 
firsthand the challenges of public safety in 
rural Alaska; we traveled for four days in 
northwest and western Alaska to hear from 
people on the ground about their priori-
ties – overcrowding and lack of housing, 
and public safety were the top two. I look 
forward to continuing to work with DOI, 
DOJ, and the White House to raise the 
standards of law enforcement and public 
safety in rural Alaska, so they too can have 
the basic protections that most Americans 
take for granted.”

“Alaskans know that our state’s vast 
geography presents unique challenges, 
especially for law enforcement in our rural 
Native villages,” said Congressman Don 
Young (R-AK). “Horrifying stories of 
homicide, sexual assault, and other violent 
crimes have recently made headlines, and 
we must be doing all that we can to bring 
perpetrators to justice. I’m particularly 
concerned about the epidemic of Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls, and I’m glad that Assistant Secretary 
Sweeney has made this a priority for the 
Department. I will continue working with 
our Delegation and the Administration to 
ensure that our rural areas have the tools 
and resources they need to keep Alaskans 
safe.”

Representatives from the White House 
and DOI, who met with these communi-
ty leaders, included: Douglas Hoelscher, 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of White House Intergovern-
mental Affairs; Jennie Lichter, the Deputy 
Director, WH Domestic Policy Council; 
Gary Lawkowski, Senior Policy Advisor, 
Domestic Policy Council; Kate MacGre-
gor, Deputy Chief of Staff exercising the 
authority of Deputy Secretary for DOI; 
Tara Sweeney, Assistant Secretary-Indi-
an Affairs; Mirtha Beadle, Director of 
the Office of Tribal Affairs and Policy; 
and Charles Addington, Director for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Justice 
Services.

Background
In June, DOI held its first roundtable on 

the Gila River Indian Community Reserva-
tion to develop a comprehensive approach to 
concentrate on cold cases, violent crimes, and 
missing and murdered American Indians and 
Alaska Natives. Deputy Chief of Staff Kate 
MacGregor and Assistant Secretary for Indi-
an Affairs Tara Sweeney heard from Alaska 
Natives, Indian Country, tribal leadership, 
and advocates.

On June 28, Attorney General William 
Barr announced $10 million emergency 
funding to address the public safety crisis in 
rural Alaska, following a visit to the state. 
The $6 million in emergency funding from 
the Office of Justice Programs Bureau of 
Justice Assistance will go toward hiring, 
equipping, and training Village Public Safety 
Officers, Village Police Officers, and Tribal 
Police Officers working in rural Alaska, as 
well as for mobile detention facilities.

President Trump designated May 5 as 
Missing and Murdered American Indians 
and Alaska Natives Awareness Day to draw 
attention to the horrible acts of violence 
committed against American Indian and 
Alaska Native people, particularly women 
and children.

President Trump’s proclamation states: 
“Ending the violence that disproportionately 
affects American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive communities is imperative. Under my 
Administration, Federal agencies are working 
more comprehensively and more collabo-
ratively to address violent crime in Indian 
country, to recover the American Indian and 
Alaska Native women and children who 
have gone missing, and to find justice for 
those who have been murdered.”

American Indian and Alaska Native 
people face alarming levels of violence. Data 
from the National Institute of Justice and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion indicate that more than 1.5 million 
American Indian and Alaska Native women 
have experienced violence, including sexual 
violence, in their lifetimes. American Indian 
and Alaska Native children attempt and 
commit suicide at rates far higher than those 
in any other demographic in our Nation, and 
often endure disproportionately high rates of 
endemic drug abuse, violence, and crime.

In 2018, DOI launched the first-ev-
er Joint Law Enforcement Task Force on 
Opioids, focusing on Indian Country. Led 
by Bureau of Indian Affairs-Office of Justice 
Services, the task force partners with federal, 
state, tribal and local law enforcement to 
conduct multi-month undercover operations 
and stings to get drugs and dealers off the 
streets. In FY 2018, the Opioid Reduction 
Task Force seized more than 3,200 pounds 
of illegal narcotics with an estimated street 
value of $9.8 million. BIA-OJS also success-
fully led 15 Opioid Reduction Task Force 
operations in seven states that resulted in 372 
arrests.



September 1, 2019 • Potawatomi Traveling Times | 13In the News

The Native Vote is Elevating Our Voices in 2020
submitted by Jennifer K. Falcon, IEN Communications Coordinator

Háu Koná,
I just got home from spending the last 

few days in the homelands of the Omaha, 
Ponca, Dakota, and Winnebago people at 
the first-ever Frank LeMere Native Ameri-
can Presidential Forum. This historic event 
was named after Winnebago activist Frank 
LeMere who devoted his life to making 
sure Indigenous peoples not only had a 
voice in American politics but had the rep-
resentation needed to address our issues. 

The road for Native voting rights has 
been a long one, but the 2020 primaries 
have set a new precedent in presidential 
elections for our communities as we have 
seen two presidential hopefuls roll out 
Indigenous platforms ahead of the forum, 
bringing our issues into the national con-
versation. 

Former HUD Secretary Julían Cas-
tro was the first candidate to work with 
Indigenous communities throughout 
Turtle Island to roll out his People First 
Indigenous Communities Platform. Soon 
after, Senator Elizabeth Warren partnered 
with Congresswoman Deb Haaland to 

launch her Honoring and Empowering 
Tribal Nations and Indigenous Peoples 
Platform. Both were in attendance at the 
forum along with Senator Sanders, Cher-
okee tribal member Mark Charles, and 
even Kamala Harris skyped in despite her 
anti-tribal sovereignty history.

This forum was historic, but has been 
long in the making. If you look back at 
the past decade, you see that we are in the 
midst of an Indigenous rising in electoral 
politics. 

In 2018, we saw Senator John Tester 
win a close re-election race by less than 
20,000 votes - a victory that was carried by 
the tribal nations in Montana, including 
my own, the Fort Belknap and Fort Peck 
Nations. Montana has six Indigenous ma-
jority districts, and the most Indigenous 
elected officials in the United States with 
12 Indigenous representatives. In 2012, 
North Dakota Senator Heidi Heitkamp 
credited her one percent win margin to 
Indigenous voters. The year 2018 was 
also historic for North Dakota as we saw 
Ruth Buffalo becoming the first Indige-

nous woman elected to the North Dakota 
legislature after beating Randy Boehning 
who tried to disenfranchise Native voters 
with an ID law.  

Tribal relations are complicated with 
the American government, navigating 
voting rights from nation-to-nation tells 
different stories. While we have made 
progress, we know that progress is not lin-
ear and we must fight to make our voices 
heard.

These wins have also come with more 
pushes to disenfranchise Indigenous 
voters who sometimes travel long dis-
tances because polling sites are off tribal 
lands, dealing with poll workers who are 
unable to translate Indigenous languages, 
and intimidation at the ballot box. In 
2012, Indigenous Alaskan Senator Albert 
Kookesh lost due to unjust redistricting 
that weakened the Indigenous vote in Alas-
ka. Just months after Senator Heitkamp 
was elected, Republican lawmakers moved 
quickly to pass stricter voter ID laws. Last 
year the U.S. Supreme Court failed us in 
refusing to block the strict voter ID laws 

passed in North Dakota, making it harder 
for tribal communities and rural voters to 
vote. 

I left the Native forum confident that 
many 2020 candidates know that the Na-
tive vote matters. We were well represented 
by our tribal leaders who asked questions 
about how candidates would strengthen 
our government-to-government relation-
ships, and by water protectors who weren’t 
afraid to call out candidates who haven’t 
taken strong enough stances against 
extractive industries that devastate tribal 
communities. Voting, the protest, and 
our relationship to the settler state are all 
important pieces of the puzzle as we nav-
igate a post-settler world. Frank inspired 
us all to fight for our peoples’ voice to be 
heard in the halls of government and in 
the streets. Many work hard to live up to 
his legacy because we know a better world 
is possible.

Aba Wasté Yuhá,
Jennifer K. Falcon (Hay Shaw Wiÿa), 

Communications Coordinator

Secretary-Designee Kolar Elected 
District Vice President of National   
Association of State Directors of 
Veterans Affairs 
submitted by Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Secretary-des-
ignee Mary Kolar was recently elected 
district vice president for the Midwest 
District and will serve on the National 
Association of State Directors of Veterans 
Affairs’ (NASDVA) Executive Committee. 
She was selected by her peers during the 
2019 NASDVA Annual Conference, held 
Aug. 11–14, 2019, in Omaha, Neb.

“I am honored to represent Wiscon-
sin and our strong service to veterans 
and their families as part of this national 
organization,” Secretary Kolar said. “Wis-
consin is a known leader when it comes to 
veterans affairs. I look forward to sharing 
our ideas and best practices, and learning 
from the other states as well.”

The National Association of State Di-
rectors of Veterans Affairs is comprised of 
secretaries, directors and commissioners of 
Veterans Affairs in each state of the United 
States, as well as the District of Colum-
bia, American Samoa, Guam, Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. The association works with 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
and states to develop initiatives, advocate 
for, and share best practices for veterans 
programs, benefits and services.

NASDVA members elect its Executive 
Committee, which is comprised of the 
president, senior vice president, junior 

vice president and district vice presidents, 
representing five regions.

Wisconsin is a leader among states for 
providing programs, benefits and services 
to veterans and their families. Wisconsin 
offers veterans many unique benefits, 
such as occupational licensing fee waivers, 
grants for businesses that hire veterans and 
nonprofits that assist them, and the Wis-
consin G.I. Bill, which remits tuition for 
veterans and their family members at Wis-
consin universities and technical colleges, 
among others. In addition, Wisconsin 
oversees some of the best quality 24-hour 
skilled nursing facilities in the country, 
the fifth busiest state veterans’ cemetery in 
the country, and the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum, which has been named a Smith-
sonian Affiliate.

For additional information, contact: 
WDVA Office of Public Affairs, Director 
Carla Vigue, at (608) 266-0517 or carla.
vigue@dva.wisconsin.gov.  

About the Wisconsin Department of 
Veterans Affairs

The Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs works on behalf of Wisconsin’s veter-
ans community — veterans, their families 
and their survivors — in recognition of their 
service and sacrifice to our state and nation. 
For more information, visit www.WisVets.
com.

Joint Statement on the Amazon 
Rainforest Fires and Brazilian 
President’s War on Indigenous 
Peoples and the Environment
statements by IEN Executive Director Tom B.K. Goldtooth and Rainforest 
Action Network Executive Director Lindsey Allen, submitted by Jennifer K. 
Falcon, IEN Communications Coordinator

“It’s a shame that the Brazilian cavalry 
hasn’t been as efficient as the Americans, 
who exterminated the Indians.” 

“The Indians do not speak our lan-
guage, they do not have money, they do 
not have culture. They are native peoples. 
How did they manage to get 13 percent of 
the national territory.”

“There is no indigenous territory where 
there aren’t minerals. Gold, tin and mag-
nesium are in these lands, especially in the 
Amazon, the richest area in the world. I’m 
not getting into this nonsense of defending 
land for Indians.”

These are just a few of the shameful 
and hateful words of Brazil’s current pres-
ident, Jair Bolonsaro. As he was running 
for president, Bolsonaro also promised 
to open up the Amazon for mining and 
agriculture, as he also promised to “crack 
down” on environmental activists. The 
biggest newspaper in Brazil, O Globo, 
called this a “war on NGOs.”

The catastrophic fires raging in Brazil 
right now are not only a global emergency, 
they are a testament to Bolonsaro’s racism, 
ignorance and greed. His words and deeds 

have paved the way for these man-made 
fires. We know that protecting tropical 
rainforests, stopping fossil fuel emissions 
and upholding the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples are some of the most important 
ways to address the global impacts of the 
growing climate crisis. That’s true in the 
Amazon. That’s true in the Indonesia rain-
forests. That’s true at Standing Rock. 

Indigenous Environmental Network 
and Rainforest Action Network are in 
complete support of our sisters and broth-
ers in Brazil fighting for their way of life, 
for their rights and their land, and for our 
planet and future.

Established in 1990, The Indigenous 
Environmental Network is an interna-
tional environmental justice nonprofit 
that works with tribal grassroots organiza-
tions to build the capacity of Indigenous 
communities. IEN’s activities include 
empowering Indigenous communities and 
tribal governments to develop mechanisms 
to protect our sacred sites, land, water, air, 
natural resources, the health of both our 
people and all living things, and to build 
economically-sustainable communities.
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LEED Certified: WGECHDA 
RECEIVES 2019 AWARD OF 
MERIT FROM USGBC OF WI

Greenfire: HOSTS LOCAL IFMA 
EVENT ON WGEMA CAMPUS 

Forest County Potawatomi recently received a 2019 Award of Merit for its 
development of the Wgechda Building on the Wgema Campus from the 
U.S. Green Building Council of Wisconsin. Quorum Architects worked with 
a team of engineers from Ring & Du Chateau and Pierce Engineers to push 
the envelope of sustainability in a unique and holistic approach. The project 
combined the challenges of restoration, with providing a new identity for FCP 
in Milwaukee while making sustainable design decisions that would support 
LEED certification, and, thereby, improve the built environment for seven 
generations to come. The team worked diligently to respectfully restore 
the Wgechda Building while also integrating all of the modern elements to 
preserve and revitalize the unique historic building. Under the management of 
the Potawatomi Business Development Corporation, Greenfire Management 
Services and WasteCap Resource Solutions, the project exceeded standard 
design. As a historic existing masonry building, Wgechda had undergone 
extensive masonry repair, window and roof replacement, site and interior 
design to become the beacon on the Wgema Campus that is there today. 
This building stands as an example for all future renovations on the Wgema 
Campus of the standards that the Forest County Potawatomi set in place to 
incorporate sustainable practices.

Greenfire hosted an International Facilities Management Association Southeast 
Wisconsin Chapter event at the Wgema Campus in late June providing attendees 
with an overview of the campus history, the Forest County Potawatomi’s vision 
to restore the original buildings as well as a tour of the Wgemas and Wgechda 
buildings. Potawatomi Business Development Corporation attended and 
provided additional insight into the multi-phased redevelopment. Greenfire was 
proud to serve as the construction manager on the project that is helping to 
revitalize the surrounding neighborhood and restore new life into these historical 
buildings.

3210 West Wells Street: 
BEFORE, MIDWAY & AFTER
Started in mid-July and now completely demolished, the filling and grading 
effort continues at the "nuisance" property that the FCP aqcuired earlier this 
spring. The property will remain a green space for the time being. There was 
a desire in the area to do something about the apartment building at 3210 
W. Wells St., which had generated 750 service calls to the Milwaukee Police 
Department since the start of 2016, said Potawatomi spokesman George 
Ermert. “They saw the opportunity to do something good and better for the 
neighborhood, and they took it,” Ermert said of the apartment purchase.

Beginning

Mid-way

Currently

“They saw the opportunity to 
do something good and better 

for the neighborhood, and they 
took it.” 
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CHASE THE

THRILL.
TAKE THIS MOMENT AND RAISE IT 
ABOVE YOUR EXPECTATIONS. 
ARE YOU READY FOR THE SPOTLIGHT?

IT’S ALL HAPPENING... GAMING  /  DINING  /  SHOWS  /  HOTEL  /  SPA
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Highway 32 • Carter, Wisconsin
(across from casino/hotel) 

715-473-5100
OPEN
24-7

 © 2 0 1 6  K R I S P Y  K R U N C H Y ,  L L C
 © 2 0 1 7  K R I S P Y  K R U N C H Y ,  L L C

5326 Fire Keeper Rd. • Crandon, WI 54520
Located 3 miles East of Crandon off Hwy. 8

715-478-4199 
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